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Spy fish
The U.S. Navy has developed a 
robotic fish to spy on enemy shipping 
and patrol the waters around U.S. 
ships. The Navy’s “Project Nemo” 
developed “Ghost Swimmer,” a 
fish drone that looks and acts like a 
real fish. It can be controlled with a 
joystick or be programmed to swim 
autonomously. Ghost Swimmer can 
dive to 300 feet and reach speeds up 
to 40 knots.
Hello, Pluto
New Horizons, a spacecraft launched 
in 2006, now on final approach to 
Pluto, is expected to provide the first 
close-up pictures of the planetoid in 
May. The spacecraft has periodically 
gone into hibernation to conserve 
energy during its eight-year trip and it 
awoke from its 18th and final hiberna-
tion last month. Pluto was once the 
solar system’s ninth planet but was 
downgraded to a planetoid because 
it is only one-fifth the size of Earth. 
Pluto was discovered by New Mexico 
State University astronomer Clyde 
Tombaugh.
The winner is…
Vladimir Putin was declared Russia’s 
“Man of the Year” for the 15th straight 
year, despite the plummeting Russian 
economy, which has devalued the 
ruble and has forced Russians to rush 
to buy items such as refrigerators and 
furniture before their money becomes 
worthless. Meanwhile, in China, farm-
ers are dealing with the consequences 
of Putin’s release back into the wild 
of two rare Siberian tigers. The tigers 
have been crossing the Russia-China 
border to devour chickens, goats and 
pigs; in one case, a security camera 
captured footage of a tiger eating a 
family dog.
Hope for Alzheimer’s
Scientists at Stanford University 
believe they may have cracked the 
code for defeating Alzheimer’s. A 
protein called EP2 interferes with 
a normal clean-up of detritus in 
the brain. Microglia cells patrol the 
brain and rid it of viruses, bacteria 
and harmful buildups. When EP2 
was blocked in mice suffering from 
memory loss and confusion, the mice 
regained their mental acuity. The 
scientists are working on a way to 
block EP2 in humans without causing 
adverse side effects, Britain’s Daily 
Telegraph reported.
Quid Pro Quo?
At the urging of her husband, Angé-
lica Rivera, the first lady of Mexico, 
is backing out of a deal to buy a $7 
million mansion from a company 
that won a $4 billion contract to build 
a high-speed train for the Mexican 
government. Her husband, Enrique 
Peña Nieto, canceled the train deal 
when he learned that an investigative 
reporter was about to publish a story 
about his wife’s mansion. Rivera, a 
former Mexican soap opera star, said 
she nixed the purchase to protect her 
husband’s integrity.
Egg on his face
Milos Zeman, the president of the 
Czech Republic was pelted with eggs 
last month over his support of Russia 
and his criticism of Western sanc-
tions over the annexation of Crimea. 
Czechs, who broke away from the 
Soviet Union in 1989, say their leader 
betrayed the values of the so-called 
“Velvet Revolution” that led the 
Czech Republic to break away from 
the Soviet bloc.
Wealth gap
Thirteen to one. That’s the wealth gap 
between the average white household 
and Black household. For every $13 
in wealth now held by whites, Blacks 
have just $1. The wealth gap grew 
significantly during and after the 
recession of 2008, the Washington Post 
reported.
Guards pull back
London’s red-coated guards and 
their bear-skin tall hats are being 
withdrawn from their posts outside 
English palaces to within the palaces’ 
perimeters to protect them from 
terrorist attacks, London’s Daily 
Mail newspaper reported. British 
intelligence fear attacks similar to that 
which killed a British serviceman on a 
London street in May 2013. Al Qaeda 
recently called on “lone wolf” attacks 
on British targets, including British 
Airways and EasyJet, two British 
carriers.
comPilEd By ABq frEE PrEss stAff
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In Washington’s coming budget 
battles, sacred cows 
such as the tax de-
ductions for home 
mortgage interest 
and charitable 
donations are likely 
to be on the table 
along with potential cuts to Social 
Security and Medicare.
   But no one on Capitol Hill believes 
Wall Street’s beloved carried-interest 
tax loophole will be touched.
   Don’t blame the newly elected 
Republican Congress.
   Democrats didn’t repeal the 
loophole when they ran both houses 
of Congress from January 2009 to 
January 2011. And the reason they 
didn’t has a direct bearing on the 
future of the Democratic Party.
   First, let me explain why this 
loophole is the most flagrant of all 
giveaways to the super-rich.
   Carried interest allows hedge-fund 
and private-equity managers, as 
well as many venture capitalists and 
partners in real estate investment 
trusts, to treat their take of the profits 
as capital gains – taxed at the maxi-
mum rate of 23.8 percent instead of 
the 39.6 percent maximum applied to 
ordinary income.
   It’s a pure scam. They get the tax 
break even though they invest other 
peoples’ money rather than risk their 
own.
   The loophole has no economic 
justification. As one private-equity 
manager told me recently, “I can’t 
defend it. No one can.”
   It’s worth about $11 billion a year 
– more than enough to extend un-
employment benefits to every one of 
America’s nearly 3 million long-term 
unemployed.
   The hedge-fund, private-equity, and 
other fund managers who receive 
this $11 billion tax break are some of 
the richest people in America. Forbes 
lists 46 billionaires who have derived 
most of their wealth from managing 
hedge funds. Mitt Romney used the 
carried-interest loophole to help limit 
his effective tax rate in 2011 
to 13.9 percent.
   So why didn’t Democrats 
close it when they ran 
Congress?
   Actually, in 2010, House 
Democrats finally squeaked 
through a tax plan that 
did close the carried-
interest loophole, but the 
Democratic-controlled 
Senate wouldn’t go along.
   Sen. Charles Schumer, 
a New York Democrat, 
one of those who argued 
against closing it, said the 
United States “shouldn’t 
do anything” to “make 
it easier for capital and 
ideas to flow to London or 
anywhere else.” As if Wall 
Street needed an $11 billion 
annual bribe to stay put.
   To find the real reason 
Democrats didn’t close 
the loophole, follow the money. Wall 
Street is one of the Democratic Party’s 
biggest contributors.
   The Street donated $49.1 million to 
Democrats in 2010, according to the 
nonpartisan Center for Responsive 
Politics. Hedge-fund managers 
alone accounted for $5.88 million of 
the total. Schumer and a few other 
influential Democrats were among the 
industry’s major beneficiaries.
   Wall Street has continued to be 
generous to Democrats (as well as to 
Republicans).
   The Democrats’ unwillingness to 
close the carried-interest loophole 
when they could also goes some way 
to explaining why, almost six years 
after Wall Street’s near meltdown, the 
Obama administration has done so 
little to rein in the Street.
   Wall Street’s biggest banks are far 
bigger now than they were then, yet 
they still have no credible plan for 
winding down their operations if they 
get into trouble.
   The Dodd-Frank Act, designed to 
prevent another Wall Street failure, 
has been watered down so much it’s 
slush. There’s been no move to resur-
rect the Glass-Steagall Act separating 
investment banking from commercial 
banking.
   Not a single Wall Street executive 
has been prosecuted for his involve-
ment in the frauds that caused the 
mess.
   Wall Street was the fourth largest 
contributor to Barack Obama’s 
presidential campaign in 2008 and 
is already gearing up for Hillary 
Clinton’s 2016 run.
   Hedge-fund and private-equity 
managers are donating generously to 
Priorities USA Action, a super PAC 
dedicated to getting her elected.
   The hedge fund Renaissance Tech-
nologies has contributed $4 million 
to date. D.E. Shaw, another fund, has 
donated more than $1 million. Khosla 
Ventures and Soros Fund Manage-
ment have donated $1 million each.
   Many Wall Street financiers have 
donated $25,000 (intended to be the 
maximum contribution) to the Ready 
for Hillary super PAC.
   Robert Wolf, the former president 
of UBS’ investment bank who now 
has his own advisory boutique, told 
Politico that six in 10 Wall Street types 
are Democrats and that “when and if 
she decides to run, [Hillary Clinton is] 
going to have an incredible support 
foundation from Wall Street.”
   Just because a candidate takes Wall 
Street money doesn’t mean he or she 
is beholden to the Street.
   But the reason Democrats have 
pulled their punches with the 
financial sector for years is because 
it’s hard to punch the hand that feeds 
you.
   This must stop. America can’t tackle 
widening inequality without confront-
ing the power and privilege lying 
behind it.
   If the Democratic Party doesn’t lead 
the charge, who will?
[Clarification December 13: Sen. 
Schumer says he opposed repeal of 
the carried-interest loophole because 
the bill in question singled out hedge-
fund and private-equity managers 
and did not include venture capitalists 
and partners in real estate investment 
trusts who also benefit from the 
loophole while risking none of their 
own capital.]
Robert B. Reich, chancellor’s professor  
of public policy at the University of 
California at Berkeley and senior fellow  
at the Blum Center for Developing 
Economies, was secretary of labor in the 
Clinton administration. Time magazine 
named him one of the 10 most effective 
cabinet secretaries of the 20th century.  
He has written 13 books, including 
the best sellers “Aftershock” and “The 
Work of Nations.” His latest, “Beyond 
Outrage,” is now out in paperback.  
He is also a founding editor of the 
American Prospect magazine and 
chairman of Common Cause. His new 
film, “Inequality for All,” is available on 
Netflix, iTunes, DVD, and On Demand. 
His blog is robertreich.org
NEWSCOLUMNS
Wall Street Keeps its $11 Billion Tax Loophole
It’s a pure scam. They  
get the tax break even 
though they invest other 
peoples’ money rather 
than risk their own
By roBErt rEicH
The hedge-fund, private-
equity, and other fund 
managers who receive 
this $11 billion tax break 
are some of the richest 
people in America
Former Rio Rancho high school teacher Katrina Guarascio has 
some allies in the controversial case 
of her resignation – parents of her 
former students.
   Guarascio made national news in 
December when she quit her job as 
an English teacher at Sue Cleveland 
High School. The resignation came 
after Rio Rancho Public Schools 
received a complaint about Guaras-
cio’s creative writing class.
   A student wrote a story about 
Jesus distributing marijuana. 
Another student who peer-reviewed 
the story in a group complained to 
her parents about the story, and they 
called the school.
   As a result, Guarascio was put 
on leave and was ultimately told 
to change her class or resign. Now, 
parents of her former students are 
angry that Guarascio is no longer 
teaching their kids.
   That support has come in the 
form of a Facebook page called Parents, Students 
and Friends Concerned About Rio Rancho Public 
Schools. A Dec. 16 letter posted on the page praised 
Guarascio and ripped RRPS.
 
In the assignment that led to her ouster, she asked 
her class to re-interpret a classic piece of literature 
and “make it their own.” A student took the story of 
Jesus’s miracle of the loaves and fishes and turned 
into a tale of Jesus distributing marijuana.
    “Our experience and that of our children, of 
Ms. Guarascio’s teaching is this: A vibrant, topical 
classroom that matches our understanding of the 
goals of the Common Core curriculum, such as 
innovation, out-of-the-box thinking and collabora-
tion,” the letter says.
   “What we have witnessed is a teacher who made 
a difference in our students’ lives – hundreds of 
students from across the political and cultural 
spectrum, representing a diversity of academic 
strengths and interests. 
   “Students who were in gifted and AP courses report 
being invigorated in a way that stands out from their 
everyday experience of education in RRPS.
   “Students who believed they were not good 
writers were inspired to write and began to think 
of themselves differently. Students who were at risk 
and believed themselves to be on the margins of 
high school life suddenly found a place where they 
could fit into the school culture.”
   The letter continued:
   “Where once our children enthusiastically reported 
insights from relevant and thought-provoking 
classroom discussions, they now struggle with 
boredom. Where once they spoke of feeling intel-
lectually challenged, they now report busy work 
and infrequent feedback – or worse, feedback that 
indicates the subs haven’t even taken the time to 
read the students’ work. We believe the Rio Rancho 
School District is failing to meet its obligation to 
provide a quality education for our children.”
   Guarascio told ABQ Free Press that the case got 
out of hand.
  “I do think it was something that could have easily 
been resolved with a parent-teacher conference, but 
instead snowballed and got out of control to become 
this huge deal,” she said.
 
The RRPS administration has made statements 
about why Guarascio was put on leave. The district 
cited student-to-student peer reviews as a major 
concern, although this teaching method is used in 
most mediums of education. The district received 
complaints about profanity and sexually explicit 
content in her classes, it said.
   Guarascio went to the RRPS human resources office 
to check her records to see if there were any complaints 
made against her in the time she worked there, she 
said, but found none from students in her records.
   “There were positive reports, but no complaints. 
I know I’m not perfect,” she said. “Sure there was 
profanity from the students, but all of them knew 
going in, that the class was uncensored, and if any 
of them felt uncomfortable, all they 
needed to do was come and talk to me 
about it,” Guarascio said.
   Guarascio’s departure wasn’t the first 
time that RRPS has had a high-profile 
blow-up with an English teacher.
   In 2003, Rio Rancho High School 
teacher Bill Nevins was fired in an 
almost identical case. 
  Nevins said he was investigated 
because of a student-written anti-war 
poem.
   “In that case, they didn’t like that one 
of the students protested the policies of 
the Bush administration,” Nevins said. 
“The school decided to shut down the 
poetry team, question the students 
about their writings, suspended 
me from my duties, and I was then 
ultimately fired,” he said.
   Nevins, who now teaches at the 
University of New Mexico, sued RRPS 
and was awarded more than $200,000 
in a settlement.
   In reacting the same way in Guaras-
cio’s case, RRPS is taking away students’ rights to 
speak their minds and express their concerns about 
what they feel is right or wrong in a healthy way, 
Nevins said.
 
“They are blaming the student and the teacher after 
something has been written, and they never told 
these students or teachers they couldn’t write these 
things, which completely violates their first amend-
ment rights,” Nevins said.
   Guarascio said she doesn’t plan on suing RRPS 
anytime soon but just wants to get back to her life 
and start her new job with a local charter school, 
but does hope to get the issue of these complaints 
addressed.
   “If there were complaints made about me as the 
district has stated, they were never given to me and 
I was never made aware of them, so they need to 
provide some clarification,” she said.
   Guarascio believes all students need and deserve 
to have a safe space where they are able to express 
themselves without fear of getting in trouble or having 
to cope with their instructors getting fired or resigning, 
because something they wrote upset their peers.
   “Now I know there are rules as far as what they 
can and can’t express, but I believe every student 
needs a safe place to discover all that, and there needs 
to be more of that in our schools,” Guarascio said.
Rene Thompson is an ABQ Free Press journalism intern.
Parents, Ex-students Rally Around Ousted RRPS Teacher
By rENE tHomPsoN
Guarascio’s departure wasn’t  
the first time that RRPS has  
had a high-profile blow-up with  
an English teacher
Former RRPS teacher Bill Nevins, 
who now teaches at the University 
of New Mexico, sued RRPS  
and was awarded more than 
$200,000 in a settlement
‘If there were complaints made 
about me as the district has stated, 
they were never given to me and I 
 was never made aware of them’
– Guarascio
former rio rancho teacher Katrina Guarascio was told she had a choice – resign or be fired – over a parent’s complaint 
about a student paper peer-reviewed by students in her class.
liz lopez
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The big story of 2014 will follow 
us into 2015. The 
fatal police shooting 
of homeless camper 
James Boyd – a 
shooting seen liter-
ally across the globe 
thanks to police lapel 
camera video – will 
reverberate anew when the fate of the 
two officers involved in that shooting is 
resolved. Whatever the decision, it will 
be among the major news events of the 
new year.
   The person making that decision is 
on the proverbial hot seat, personally 
as well as professionally. Kari Branden-
burg, the Longtime Bernalillo County 
district attorney, raised eyebrows when 
she indicated murder charges could be 
filed against APD officers in connection 
with the Boyd killing. During Branden-
burg’s 14-year tenure, no officer has 
been charged with criminal wrongdoing 
related to the dozens of police shootings 
that have prompted a federal Depart-
ment of Justice civil rights investigation, 
   Soon after Brandenburg signaled her 
get-tough approach, APD disclosed it 
had been investigating the DA and her 
drug-addicted son, announcing there 
was evidence she had engaged in 
bribery to help her son avoid criminal 
charges. The investigation was sent to 
the state attorney general to review.
   One news outlet noted that the 
investigation had been completed for 
four months before it was sent to the 
New Mexico attorney general. That has 
prompted speculation that APD has 
built a feeble case against the DA to 
retaliate against her for her attitude over 
the Boyd shooting. Supporters of the 
conspiracy theory cite other high profile 
cases that APD botched, particularly 
those of former District Court Judge 
Albert “Pat” Murdoch and former UNM 
President F. Chris Garcia.
   Brandenburg isn’t commenting on 
APD’s motives, but she may have 
found a way to handle this hottest of 
hot potatoes. Instead of seeking officer 
indictments in the Boyd case before a 
grand jury – the traditional course – she 
may present the case at what’s known 
as a preliminary hearing. In that venue, 
the DA would present the evidence, 
and a district court judge presiding over 
the hearing would determine if there is 
enough evidence to take the case to 
trial. 
   The preliminary hearing could be 
a have-your-cake-and-eat-it-too 
situation for Brandenburg. If the judge 
decides there is not enough evidence 
to proceed, she could argue she tried 
her best. If the judge sends the case 
to trial, she would be able to shed her 
office’s reputation for shirking its duty in 
pursuing police shooting cases. 
   By raising the prospect of serious ac-
tion in the Boyd case, Brandenburg has 
made it more difficult to pursue another 
option – do nothing. Another option is 
that Brandenburg and APD make peace 
and come up with some sort of plea deal 
in the Boyd case. Her final decision is 
expected in the early months of the new 
year.
   That old bromide that he who lives by 
the crystal ball ends up eating glass can 
be applied to some of our predictions for 
2014 that ran here. Not that we didn’t 
have our share of correct soothsaying, 
but the crystal ball shattered over our 
prediction that Republicans wouldn’t 
win control of the New Mexico House of 
Representatives. Our call that a Republi-
can would become Bernalillo County 
sheriff also was amiss as Democrat 
Manny Gonzales made history by taking 
the post. And neither Hillary Clinton or 
Vice President Joe Biden campaigned 
here in 2014, as we erroneously 
predicted. 
   The Santa Fe New Mexican surprised 
us by endorsing the Republican 
incumbent, Gov. Susana Martinez for 
re-election. We correctly predicted the 
Albuquerque Journal would give the Guv 
its nod. We had a near miss when we 
said turnout for the Democratic primary 
would be below 120,000. It hit 125,000.
   Our crystal ball was crystal clear 
when we predicted Gov. Martinez would 
launch negative TV attacks as soon as 
her Democratic rival was nominated in 
June, that all three New Mexico mem-
bers of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives would be re-elected, that Tim Keller 
would be elected state auditor and 
Hector Balderas as attorney general, 
and that Tesla would locate its giant 
battery factory in Nevada, not here. 
   We’re holding off for now on making 
2015 predictions. Our tongue needs to 
heal from those glass cuts.
Joe Monahan is a veteran of New Mexico 
politics whose daily blog can be found at 
joemonahan.com
NEWS COLUMNS
Brandenburg likely to Take APD Case 
To Preliminary Hearing
By JoE moNAHAN
N.M. Loses Population as More People Leave than Arrive
By dENNis domrZAlsKi
New Mexico’s lousy economy is causing people to flee the state in unprecedented numbers.
   In the year that ended July 1, New Mexico had 
a net outmigration of 11,482 people, meaning that 
many more people left the state than came here.
   Between April 2010 and July 1, the state’s net 
outmigration totaled 18,886, according to new 
population figures from the U.S. Census Bureau.
   The outmigration helped the state lose 
population. In the 12 months that ended July 1, 
New Mexico lost 1,323 people for a negative .06 
percent growth rate. It was the only state in the 
region to both lose population and to suffer a 
net outmigration of residents, and it was one of 
only six states in the nation that lost population 
during the year.
   As of July 1, the state’s population was 
2,085,572, down from 2,086,895 on July 1, 2013.
 
Business leaders said the outmigration and popula-
tion loss was caused by one thing: the state’s lousy 
economy – an economy that still hasn’t recovered from 
the recession.
   “This should come as no surprise,” said Beverlee 
McClure, president and CEO of the New Mexico 
Association of Commerce and Industry. “People 
will go where the opportunity is, and right now the 
opportunities are not in New Mexico.
   “The ‘brain drain’ is not just our college 
graduates; it is now those of all ages who seek 
professional and managerial positions. Until we 
as a state face the reality that we are not bouncing 
back economically and come together to work on 
solutions, this trend will continue.”
   “People vote with their feet, and this is just 
another indication that we need to change,” 
said Steve McKee, president of the Albuquerque 
advertising firm McKee Wallwork & Co. 
   Dale Dekker, principal in the Albuquerque-
based architectural firm of Dekker/Perich/
Sabatini, agreed that the population figures are a 
reflection of New Mexico’s weak economy.
   “We are still recovering from the recession. A lot 
of the numbers are probably from the recession. 
The jobs are in Denver, Dallas and other major 
metro areas,” Dekker said. “I am hopeful that in 2015 
we will see more economic activity.”
   As of November, the state was still 23,900 jobs short 
of its pre-recession high of 849,700 jobs in February 
2008, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor of ABQ Free Press.
“We’re not going to make it!” I 
yell into Babu’s ear 
so he can hear me 
over the revved-up 
sputtering of his 
tuk-tuk’s engine. 
   He expertly 
maneuvers all three 
wheels of his tiny 
vehicle between buses, semis, and 
pedestrians. “Just trust,” he says. For 
added reassurance, he flashes his 
brilliant, toothy smile my way. 
   We speed past hundreds of cars 
inching forward in Mombasa’s morning 
rush hour. Even by Kenyan standards, I 
am running late. Really late. My bus was 
scheduled to leave to Nairobi a half-hour 
ago and we are still ten minutes away 
from the bus station. 
   Babu hops his tuk-tuk onto the narrow 
median that tenuously protects us from 
oncoming traffic, although at this point, 
there is really nothing “oncoming” about 
it. Traffic in all directions has halted to 
a complete stop. “You cannot miss your 
bus!” he yells. “It is very difficult to get a 
seat during the Christmas break.” 
   He spots a police officer up ahead 
and quickly drops his tuk-tuk back onto 
the street. “You have to alight and run,” 
he tells me. “If the bus has left the bus 
station, keep running. It could not have 
gone far in today’s horrible traffic.” 
Kenyans always seem surprised by cur-
rent traffic conditions, which is strange 
because encountering heavy traffic in 
Kenyan cities is as surprising as, say, 
finding that water is wet.  
   “Thanks, Babu.” I put a 200 shilling 
note in his hand, snatch my two bags, 
and start to cross the street to run on the 
sidewalk. 
    “No!” Babu motions me back. “You 
must run on this,” he points at the 
median. “Too many people on the 
sidewalk. You must catch the bus before 
it reaches the second roundabout. It will 
move very fast after that!”
   I start my sprint in the hot, humid heat, 
moving quickly on the median until it 
ends beneath my sandals. I continue 
running in the middle of the street, 
dodging motorcycle taxis and weaving 
between cars and peanut vendors until 
I arrive at the bus station, dripping wet 
with sweat. 
   “It left 20 minutes ago,” the doorman 
tells me, pointing down the road. “Run 
fast! Catch it before the second round-
about.” 
   On the street, cars have begun 
moving again, adding deadly obstacles 
to my course. A matatu with the words 
“Jesus is the Reason for the Season” 
emblazoned on its front windshield 
honks at me and someone yells 
something in Swahili. From the tone, I 
gather my impromptu marathon is not 
amusing anyone.
   By the time I reach the first round-
about, my breakfast has crept up into 
my throat and I can feel my heart 
pounding at my temples, but I push past 
my lungs’ plea for oxygen. As I cross 
the busy roundabout, I suddenly feel the 
weight on my left shoulder lighten up. I 
look behind me just in time to spot my 
bag on the asphalt disappearing out of 
view between the tires of two trucks.
   A young man runs into the roundabout 
and picks up my bag. I try to catch 
my breath to scream that I am being 
robbed, but before I can stop wheezing, 
the man comes running at me with my 
bag. “Where are we going?” he asks 
excitedly. 
   “To try to catch the bus.”
   “Let’s go! We must catch it before the 
next roundabout!” 
   We begin running in tandem. My 
sandal breaks and lands in the gutter 
behind us. He goes to retrieve it but I 
stop him and kick off my other sandal. 
“Just keep going, I have shoes in the 
bag!”
   “Hurry,” he says, “I can see the bus. 
It’s near the roundabout!”
   He runs far ahead of me, his long legs 
gracefully launching him toward the 
bus. He pounds his hand on the bus’s 
side and begins yelling. The only word I 
understand is “mzunga,” which roughly 
translates to “weird foreigner.” 
   The bus stops, its doors open, and the 
attendant takes my bags when I finally 
catch up. I take out my wallet to give 
something to the good Samaritan but 
he stops me with an offended look, then 
smiles and says, “Karibu, my friend. 
Safe journey.” He puts his hand on my 
back and ushers me onto the bus. 
   The driver takes a look at my bare 
feet and lets out a belly laugh. “Ah, you 
are learning to run Kenyan style, friend. 
Merry Christmas.”
   I collapse on my seat, take out my 
journal, and begin writing. 
   Merry Christmas, indeed.
Reach Efrain Villa through his website, 
wanderingvagabond.com
Running with Kenyans
On the Road to Nairobi
By EfrAiN VillA
A young man runs into 
the roundabout and picks 
up my bag. I try to catch 
my breath to scream that 
I am being robbed
If the judge sends the 
case to trial, she would 
be able to shed her  
office’s reputation for 
shirking its duty in  
pursuing police  
shooting cases
Here’s a look at the migration figures from  
New Mexico and surrounding states  
for the year that ended July 1:
 Arizona .........................................+56,209
 Colorado .......................................+51,003
 Nevada .........................................+32,079
 New Mexico ................................... -11,482
 Oklahoma .....................................+10,068
 Texas ..........................................+239,104
 Utah ................................................+4,230
‘People will go where the  
opportunity is, and right now  
the opportunities are not in  
New Mexico’’
– Beverlee McClure of the New Mexico  
Association of Commerce and Industry 
As of November, the state was  
still 23,900 jobs short of its  
pre-recession high of  
849,700 jobs in February 2008
ProgressNow New Mexico to Launch Online News Service
ABq frEE PrEss stAff rEPort
New Mexico will soon have another online news source that will cover the Legislature, politics and 
a wide range of other issues.
   The organization will be a nonprofit 501(c)4 and is 
being funded by grants and donors who have given 
to ProgressNow New Mexico, a nonprofit advocacy 
group for Progressive issues. It is expected to go live 
in early January.
   The outlet doesn’t yet have a name, and the amount 
of money it has raised hasn’t been made public, but 
it will be headed by Matthew Reichbach, an inde-
pendent New Mexico journalist who most recently 
operated the New Mexico Telegram, an online site 
devoted to covering politics.
   Reichbach, who will be the organization’s managing 
editor, said the site will be nonpartisan and will offer 
objective journalism.
   “I will have total editorial control; that is in my 
contract and signed by both sides,” Reichbach said. 
“If anybody at ProgressNow tells me to do anything, 
I will tell them to go away.”
   Patrick Davis, executive director of ProgressNow, 
said his organization is providing the technical 
background to get the site operational as well as 
journalism grants for staffers.
   “The only thing we are doing is buying the site and 
building it,” Davis said. “It’s important to understand 
that it is nonpartisan, and neither us nor our funders 
will have any editorial control.”
   Still, the site will offer “a place for Progressives to 
have a conversation,” Davis said. That will be in the 
form of a commentary and opinion section on the site, 
he said.
   “The news section is 100 percent separate from this 
(commentary section), but we will offer a platform for 
people to have the debate, and we expect that a lot 
of the more Progressive voices are going to want to 
weigh in on the issues,” Davis said.
  He declined to reveal how much his organization 
has raised for the news operation, or from whom. 
Those details will be announced at a later date, he 
said.
   Reichbach said the operation is still being assem-
bled but added that it will have three salaried people, 
including him. It will cover the upcoming 60-day 
legislative session, politics and “some of the issues 
that people don’t focus on as much, such as women’s 
issues and environmental issues,” he added.
   The organization isn’t expected to sell advertising 
at first, but that could change, Reichbach said, adding 
that he formally goes on the payroll on Jan. 1.
   Davis said the project has been in the works 
for about a year and that it will look a lot like the 
now-defunct The New Mexico Independent site. The 
Independent was a nonprofit that began operating 
in April 2008. It was shuttered in November 2010 
by its publisher, The American Independent News 
Network.
   At the time, David Bennahum, president and CEO 
of Independent News Network, said money, or lack 
of it, was why the New Mexico operation was closed. 
The site’s funding from New Mexico-specific donors 
fell from $187,000 in 2008 to $32,500 in 2010, Ben-
nahum said.
‘The only thing we are doing is  
buying the site and building it.  
It’s important to understand that  
it is nonpartisan, and neither  
us nor our funders will have  
any editorial control’
– ProgressNow New Mexico Director Pat Davis
mark rubens
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‘It’s true that businesses are  
creating jobs in the neighborhood. 
It’s creating jobs for people that  
are working in the medical  
community who come out to  
treat people who get sick’
– Steven Abeyta, San José resident
By dENNis domrZAlsKi
Charitable Foundation Left N.M. in its Rearview Mirror
If you leave a fortune to charity, it’s a good idea to spell out specifically in writing 
how you’d want that money spent after 
you’re gone.
 Apparently, Dale J. Bellamah – the man 
who owned one of the largest homebuild-
ing companies in the United States and 
who built a large swath of Albuquerque 
– didn’t leave such explicit instructions.
 Now, the charitable foundation that he 
started in 1972, that once bore his name and 
once gave heavily to New Mexico charities 
bears almost no resemblance to what 
Bellamah started.
 The Dale J. Bellamah Foundation, which be-
gan with $12 million that Bellamah bequeathed 
to it, is now called the M&T Foundation and 
run out of Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. The name 
was officially changed in April 2003 when the 
Bellamah Foundation was deactivated and the 
M&T Foundation began.
 During its first 21 years, the Bellamah 
Foundation gave $3.4 million, or 38 percent of all of 
its grants, to New Mexico charities. 
 But that all changed.
 From 2003 to 2012, the M&T Foundation made 
$12.7 million in grants. Only $572,600, or 4.5 percent, 
went to New Mexico charities, according to the 
foundation’s tax returns on file with the Internal 
Revenue Service.
 And, the M&T Foundation’s ratio of expenses 
to giving, as well as its salaries and benefits to 
executives and board members, are above national 
averages for foundations, according to the Founda-
tion Center, a New York City-based philanthropic 
research organization.
 For instance, the foundation’s total compensation 
– salaries, benefits and expenses – for staff and board 
members during the last 10 years totaled nearly 60.1 
percent of all its administrative costs. The national 
average for large foundations was 46 percent, 
according to the Foundation Center.
 Nationally, the amount that foundations and other 
nonprofits give every year traditionally represents 
70 to 80 percent of an organization’s total spending, 
said Leslie Oakes, chair of the Accounting Depart-
ment for the Anderson School of Management at the 
University of New Mexico. Over the past 10 years, 
for the M&T Foundation, it has been 55.8 percent.
 “This percentage would be frowned on, but 
there is no law that specifies that [70 to 80 percent] 
amount,” Oakes said.
Family Members on Payroll
 And then there’s the pay and benefits to members 
of the family that runs the M&T Foundation, the 
Potenziani family. Over the past 10 years, Potenziani 
family members have received $3.6 million in pay, 
benefits and expenses. That amounts to 58.4 percent 
of all compensation the foundation has paid.
 M&T Foundation Chair and President Frank 
Potenziani said the organization’s administrative 
expenses aren’t excessive.
 “Our administrative expenses are high in terms of 
rent, but not in terms of anything else,” Potenziani 
told the ABQ Free Press in a telephone interview 
from his office in California.
 In 2012, Potenziani was paid $175,000 in salary 
and $27,763 in expenses, according to the founda-
tion’s tax return.
 Foundation Vice President Bill Potenziani, Frank’s 
brother, was paid $80,205 in salary, benefits and 
expenses in 2012, while another vice president, 
Gregory Potenziani, made $62,708. In addition, 
foundation board member Kathleen Potenziani 
Guggino was paid $30,000 in 2012, records showed.
 In all, the Potenzianis were paid $349,208 in 2012, 
or 77.6 percent of all compensation paid by the 
foundation.
 In 2010, the foundation paid Frank Potenziani 
$175,000 in salary, $24,156 in expenses and $344,076 
in retirement and other benefits. That year, Frank 
and Bill Potenziani were paid a total of $638,875, or 
91.7 percent of all the foundation’s compensation.
 It’s not unusual or illegal for family members of 
private foundations to serve in paid executive or 
board positions, according to a 2010 report by the 
Foundation Center.
 “Approximately two-thirds of family foundation 
board seats were held by family members in 2009,” 
the report said. “By foundation type, independent 
foundations were far more likely to provide 
compensation … while only a handful of com-
munity foundation respondents reported providing 
compensation to board members.”
 UNM’s Oakes said that “many private founda-
tions do distribute significant funds to investors and 
family through administrative expenses.”
 The M&T Foundation meets federal charitable 
requirements in the percentage of its assets that 
it gives away each year. Nonprofits in general are 
required to give away 5 percent of their assets 
annually based on a three-year rolling value of those 
assets, said Foundation Center spokeswoman  
Cheryl Loe.
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Who was Dale J. Bellamah?
Dale J. Bellamah was an Albuquerque 
home builder who in 
1947 seized the op-
portunity presented by 
the post-World War II 
home-building boom 
to become one of the 
largest builders in the 
United States. Bellamah 
was a Veguita, N.M., 
native born to a family of Lebanese immigrants 
who moved to Albuquerque’s Barelas neighbor-
hood when Bellamah was young. After the war, 
he built his first three homes in Albuquerque and 
rapidly expanded to meet demand. His company 
eventually built thousands of affordable homes 
in subdivisions in Alamogordo, Albuquerque, 
Hobbs, Las Cruces, Las Vegas, Roswell, and El 
Paso.
In Albuquerque, a large section of the mid-
Northeast Heights was built by Bellamah, and 
some sidewalks still bear the bell imprint of his 
company. The Princess Jeanne Park subdivision 
was named for his wife, who helped found the 
All Faiths Home, an outpatient resource center 
for abused spouses and children. Bellamah also 
built the Kirtland Addition near the airport. The 
streets Bellamah and Princes Jeanne are named 
for the Bellamahs.
Bellamah built several shopping centers and 
neighborhoods in Santa Fe. A neighborhood 
southwest of the Santa Fe Plaza bears his 
name. After merging with the Hahn Company, 
Bellamah’s company built Coronado Center.  
The Albuquerque shopping centers Eastdale  
and Northdale are also named for him. Bellamah 
died in 1972.
The Southwest Organizing Project (SWOP) has filed a complaint with 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
claiming that minority communities 
in Albuquerque are being unfairly 
exposed to excessive air pollution 
and that the Albuquerque/Bernalillo 
County Air Quality Control Board 
is not adequately addressing the 
problem. 
   The complaint was submitted by 
the New Mexico Environmental 
Law Center claiming that three 
neighborhoods – San José, Greater 
Gardner and Mountainview, which are 
predominantly minority – have been 
overly burdened by the large number 
of pollution-emitting industries that 
routinely expose residents to chemicals 
that may increase their risk of illness 
and shorten their lifespans.
   A recent report by Bernalillo County 
Place Matters, an organization that ad-
vocates for policies to ensure healthier 
environments in low-income areas, 
found that the three neighborhoods 
listed in the EPA complaint all exhibit higher rates of 
asthma, respiratory disease and certain cancers that 
are associated with elevated levels of air pollution.
   According to SWOP, the city and county’s response 
to residents’ complaints about air pollution has been 
to continue to grant permits to polluting industries. 
Juan Reynosa, SWOP’s Community Organizer says 
that, among other things, SWOP has asked the 
Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Air Quality Control 
Board to make changes in how it assesses the impact 
of pollutants on these neighborhoods.
   “My feeling is that they’re totally non-responsive 
to the community. We have to take it to the federal 
level to get any impact, any changes,” Reynosa said. 
   The San José Neighborhood isn’t going to show 
up in any of the New Mexico Tourism Department’s 
TV ads anytime soon. The neighborhood is west of 
I-25’s Gibson Boulevard exit. From a distance, it just 
looks like a heavily industrialized area.
   In part, that’s exactly what it is, with at least 
20 industries including a cement plant, recycling 
centers, bulk oil facilities and a railroad yard. It also 
is home to two EPA Superfund sites. But tucked 
in among factories and businesses is a poor but 
resilient neighborhood and a couple of residents 
who’ve decided they’ve had enough pollutants 
dumped on them. 
   Esther and Steven Abeyta live in the house that 
Esther grew up in. “It was my grandmother’s 
house,” said Esther, a soft-spoken but determined 
woman. “My grandmother bought it for $90 and 
a chicken back in the 40s.” It’s a small, neat house 
adjacent to a vacant lot and very close to some of the 
polluters the complaint targets.
   “The railroad’s right behind my house,” Steven 
Abeyta said, pointing to the tracks that are less than 
150 feet from their back door. Diesel engines often 
park there, idling for days at a time, he said.
   “When trains come with petrochemicals, they 
off-load directly onto a truck, they pump out 
[chemicals] into the trucks. Directly south is a 
cement facility ... directly to the west we have a 
petrochemical asphalt company.” Neighbors often 
complain about chemical smells, especially, says 
Esther, a smell that’s similar to roofing tar.  
   In 2012, residents of the neighborhood, in partner-
ship with Breathe In New Mexico (a campaign 
organized by SWOP) took samples to measure 
air quality over the course of a year. They found 
elevated levels of three pollutants: chlorobenzene, 
elemental carbon and particulate matter. All three 
have been associated with increased health risks. 
   According to the Breathe In New Mexico report, 
one likely source of chlorobenzene 
– which was at levels ten times 
higher than typically found in urban 
air – is the rail yard, where it’s used as 
a degreasing solvent. Chlorobenzene is 
the roofing tar smell frequently noticed 
in the neighborhood. 
   According to the EPA, chronic 
exposure to chlorobenzene can affect 
the central nervous system, causing 
numbness. It can also cause headaches 
and irritation of the upper respiratory 
tract and eyes. Exhaust from the idling 
diesel engines is the probable source 
of elemental carbon, and levels that 
residents recorded were high enough to 
be associated with an increased risk of 
hospitalizations for cardiovascular and 
respiratory problems.
   The report didn’t specifically identify 
sources for particulate matter, which 
was 50 percent higher than the EPA’s 
annual standard, but exposure to 
elevated levels is associated with lung 
disease, asthma and cardiovascular 
problems. 
   According to Eric Jantz, a staff attorney at the New 
Mexico Environmental Law Center, the Clean Air 
Act, which was passed in 1970, isn’t about keeping 
our air clean. “The Clean Air Act allows companies 
to dump a certain amount of pollutants into the air,” 
he says. “An air quality permit is basically permis-
sion to pollute.” 
   Jantz readily admits that the average air quality in 
Albuquerque is good. But, he added, “People in San 
José, Mountainview and Greater Gardner neighbor-
hoods don’t get to breathe that average air quality.”
   One of the main concerns for residents of the 
three neighborhoods is “cumulative impact.” 
Although individual industries may meet air quality 
standards, “The [Air Quality] Division doesn’t 
look at how a new plant’s pollution will interact 
with other pollution already there,” Jantz said. 
The city’s Air Quality Division does site visits and 
evaluates permit applications submitted to the joint 
Albuquerque-Bernalillo County Air Quality Control 
Board.
   “There’s no accounting for additional pollutants, 
no taking into account what the synergistic effects 
might be” of multiple pollutants, he said.
   While individual companies may be within the 
standards for pollutants, when pollutants from other 
companies are accounted for, the total may well 
exceed allowable levels. He said that some other 
states do require that cumulative impacts of pollu-
tion be considered, but in Bernalillo County every 
permit is looked at in isolation. 
   In January 2014, SWOP submitted a request to the 
air quality board asking that it consider cumulative 
impacts when granting air quality permits. The 
proposal was met with fierce opposition from the 
business community. Hundreds of letters were 
sent to the board, claiming that implementation of 
regulations for cumulative impact would be too 
Group Asks EPA to Limit Air Pollution in Minority ABQ Neighborhoods
By JosEPH sorrENtiNo
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Steven and Esther Abeyta stand outside their San José neighborhood home, which is less than 150 feet from the railroad 
tracks; fumes from idling locomotives and nearby manufacturing plants can permeate the neighborhood.
The Southwest Organizing Project is asking 
the EPA to limit the cumulative effects of 
air pollution in three Albuquerque neigh-
borhoods – San José, Mountainview and 
Greater Gardner. All three border  
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad 
tracks. Mountainview and San José are  
at the south end of town. Greater Gardner 
is between Griegos and Montaño  
roads Northwest.
Homebuilder dale J. Bellamah marketed his Albuquerque homes to people seeking affordable 
homes with modern amenities such as garbage disposals and carports. Photos courtesy of 
Zimmerman library’s center for southwest research
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After more than a decade of planning and delays, the U.S. Air Force in June will begin pumping 
contaminated groundwater and treating it, as the 
effort to clean up the massive aviation fuel leak 
ramps up at Kirtland Air Force Base. The announced 
plan and timetable represent a pivotal milestone 
in a groundwater-pollution case that has spanned 
decades.
   By the end of 2015, the Air Force is expected to 
have four extraction wells in operation on or near 
Kirtland. In 2016, an additional four wells will be 
drilled to help clean water fouled by the huge fuel 
spill, which threatens Albuquerque’s underground 
water supply.
   The cleanup plan comes as the plume of aviation-
contaminated water nears some of the most 
productive drinking-water wells in Albuquerque’s 
Southeast Heights and after local and state officials 
stepped up pressure on the Air Force to do some-
thing other than talk.   
   The wells are part of a draft cleanup plan that the 
New Mexico Environment Department has released 
for public comment. But the plan is a draft in name 
only. The Environment Department expects only to 
clarify and strengthen it after the public comment 
period ends on Jan. 30. After that, it’s full blast for 
the initial phase to clean up the 24 million gallon 
fuel spill. 
  “This is an ambitious and aggressive plan that 
we have put together and what we would like to 
accomplish in 2015,” said department spokeswoman 
Jill Turner. “It’s not really an approval process, 
because this document is something we wrote. It 
incorporates all of our strategies.”
    Environment Department Geologist Dennis Mc-
Quillan said the draft is a compilation of measures 
and steps the department has already approved.
   Key to the proposal is ensuring that the under-
ground plume of fuel and other contaminants do 
not reach any of the Albuquerque Bernalillo County 
Water Utility Authority’s nearby drinking water 
wells. State officials hope to reverse the plume’s 
direction so that it moves toward its original site 
under the Air Force base.
   The plume of fuel and dissolved ethylene 
dibromide (EDB), an additive to aviation gasoline, 
is 6,500 feet long and 1,500 feet wide. It has been 
moving northeast toward the city’s Ridgecrest Well 
Field, which supplies about 24 percent of the water 
authority’s water, according to water and hydrology 
experts.
   Initial plans call for one extraction well to be 
drilled just north of Kirtland. The well would tap 
into the plume of EDB contaminated water, which 
would be piped to an 
activated carbon treat-
ment facility on the base, 
cleansed and pumped 
back underground, 
McQuillan said. 
   An additional three 
extraction wells could 
be drilled in 2015. In all, 
eight would be drilled 
eventually, he said. 
Together, those wells 
would be able to treat up 
to 800 gallons of water a 
minute.
   “This is going to be a 
huge milestone for this 
project,” McQuillan said. 
“We are feeling pretty 
good about this. It’s a 
whole new ballgame.”
   The Air Force also will 
install 16 new monitoring wells to track the move-
ment of the fuel spill, he said.
   One Albuquerque area water expert, hydrologist 
John Hawley, has long promoted the idea of sinking 
wells on top of the plume and pumping heavily to 
reverse its flow, which is known as “collapsing the 
plume.” He said the cleanup proposal was welcome 
and doable.
   “It is a breath of fresh air to have this happen. This 
is the first meaty thing that has come out,” Hawley 
said.
   Water utility spokesman David Morris said the 
water system was studying the proposal and was in 
general agreement with its five goals.
   “We are reviewing it right now and are supportive 
of many, if not all, of the strategies outlined in the 
plan,” Morris said.
   The proposal is another step in the often conten-
tious relationship between the Air Force and water 
utility officials. The spill was discovered in 1992. 
It resulted from decades of leaks that started in 
the 1950s in underground aviation fuel lines on 
Kirtland. Some water utility board members have 
accused Air Force officials of moving too slowly on 
cleanup efforts. In June, the water utility issued a 
resolution demanding that the Air Force act immedi-
ately to clean up the spill.
   “We want the U.S. Air Force to act now. No more 
delays, no more conceptual plans that turn out 
to be unacceptable,” water utility board member 
Debbie O’Malley said at the time. “The burden of 
remediation is theirs, and it is their financial, ethical, 
legal and moral duty to make sure our community’s 
drinking water is safe.” When contacted about the 
Environment Department’s draft cleanup plan, 
O’Malley said she hadn’t yet read it.
   In early June, the department rejected an Air Force 
proposal to clean up the spill. The proposal called 
for increased pumping at one of the base’s drinking 
water wells in an effort to reverse the plume’s flow. 
At the time, the department said the proposal would 
have spread the contamination to underground 
water supplies that were clean.
   Turner said the department decided to put its plan 
together because it too was dissatisfied with the 
slow pace of the Air Force’s cleanup effort.
   “We have not been satisfied with the pace of the 
project,” Turner said, adding that earlier this year, 
the department assigned McQuillan to the project 
full-time to speed the effort along.
   The Air Force’s plan also calls for accelerated 
cleanup of fuel-soaked soil on the air base. So far, the 
Air Force has removed more than 500,000 gallons 
of fuel from the soil through a vapor extraction 
process. The plan proposes to increase hydrocarbon 
removal capacity from 90 pounds per hour to 1,500 
pounds per hour.
 
What the plan doesn’t yet address is how to clean up 
the approximately 24 million gallons of aviation fuel 
that’s basically floating on top of the water table. 
That plume covers 44 acres. Efforts to clean it have 
been complicated by the water utility’s success in 
getting county residents to use less water. Conserva-
tion efforts, coupled with the city’s use of its San 
Juan-Chama water for drinking purposes, have 
resulted in less groundwater pumping.
   As a result, water table levels have risen 20 feet to 
55 feet throughout the metro area, according to the 
U.S. Geological Survey. 
   The state Environment Department can fine the 
Air Force if it fails to implement strategies outlined 
in the plan, McQuillan said.
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor at  
ABQ Free Press.
By dENNis domrZAlsKi
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charitable contributions, or 10.3 percent of its $22.7 
million in assets, its tax returns showed. In 2011, its 
charitable giving totaled 6.8 percent of assets, and in 
2010 it was 4.5 percent.
Put it in Writing
 In previously published stories about the  
Bellamah Foundation, former associates of Dale 
Bellamah said he had wanted his foundation to help 
disadvantaged youths in New Mexico. In a 1993 
story about the foundation in The Albuquerque 
Tribune, Edna Bellamah, widow of Dale’s brother, 
Anise Bellamah, was quoted as saying, “Nothing 
has been derived from that in the direction that  
Dale wanted it to go.”
 Albuquerque attorney Victor Pongetti helped  
Dale Bellamah set up the foundation. Now 86, Pongetti 
said in a recent interview that Bellamah “wanted to 
leave his estate to the foundation so that it would 
help educate people, and mostly Hispanic people, as I 
remember. I’m surprised that very little of those funds 
have been used to educate people in New Mexico.”
 The foundation’s funding priorities shifted away 
from New Mexico after the Potenziani family gained 
control of it in the mid-1970s.
 Frank Potenziani said that there was no require-
ment in the original foundation’s bylaws that it give 
to New Mexico charities.
 “That was never in the bylaws,” Potenziani said. 
He added that his father, Bellamah business associ-
ate Anthony Potenziani, and Dale Bellamah, “set 
up the foundation to avoid taxation. Dale Bellamah 
didn’t really care about the foundation; he just 
wanted to avoid taxes.”
 Potenziani said the family decided to change the 
foundation’s name in the early 2000s after the Dale 
Bellamah Corp., the homebuilding arm of Dale 
Bellamah’s business empire, got into trouble.
 “We did not want to be identified with the 
corporation. I think it went bankrupt,” Potenziani 
said, adding that the foundation’s giving priorities 
shifted away from New Mexico for a reason.
 “Frankly, I was disgusted with New Mexico’s lack 
of progress,” Frank Potenziani said.
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor at  
ABQ Free Press. Reach him at  
dennis@freeabq.com
Expenses and Giving  
at the M&T Foundation,  
formerly known as the  
Dale J. Bellamah Foundation
Total gifts...........................................$12,712,290
Total gifts to New Mexico  
 entities ..............................................$572,600
Percent of all giving to New Mexico  
 entities ........................................................4.5
Total administrative  
 expenses .....................................$10,062,658
Total compensation for staff 
 and board members  
 (salaries, benefits, expenses) .......$6,117,305
Total of all compensation to  
 Potenziani family members ...........$3,576,759
Percentage total of all  
 compensation to Potenziani 
 family members ........................................58.4
Comparing M&T Foundation  
to Other Foundations
M&T compensation as a percentage  
 of total administrative costs ....................60.79
National average at large foundations  
 of compensation as a percentage  
 of total administrative costs .........................46
M&T administrative expenses as a  
 percentage of total giving .........................79.1
National median for administrative
 expenses as a percentage  
 of total giving (2008).................................15.8
Recommended share of gifts as a  
 percentage of total spending  
 (public and private foundations) .............70-80
M&T share of gifts as a percentage  
 of total spending .....................................55.81
Sources: Internal Revenue Service; National Center for 
Charitable Statistics; The Foundation Center; Leslie Oakes, 
the University of New Mexico.
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costly for businesses and would “stifle 
job creation” in those neighborhoods.
   “It’s true that businesses are 
creating jobs in the neighborhood,” 
Steven Abeyta said. “It’s creating jobs 
for people that are working in the 
medical community who come out 
to treat people who get sick. Jobs are 
being created for community people 
working in hospitals, for insurance 
companies.”
   The board refused, by a 6-to-1 vote, 
to hold a hearing on the proposal. 
Danny Nevarez, deputy director 
of the Albuquerque Environmental 
Health Department, shared docu-
ments pertaining to the complaint 
but refused to allow anyone from the 
air quality board to be interviewed. 
In response to emailed questions, 
he replied, “The City has no further 
comment.”
   Currently, residents of the San José 
Neighborhood, with help from SWOP 
and the New Mexico Environmental 
Law Center, are appealing an air 
quality permit given to Honstein Oil, 
a distribution center for petroleum 
products a few blocks from the 
Abeytas’ home.
   “They’re one of the companies 
we’re pushing back on,” Reynosa 
said. “There are very strong smells 
... something you might smell while 
filling up a gas tank.”
   Rod Honstein, the company manager, 
says there’s some question whether the 
smell is coming from his facility. “My 
company has operated this facility 
since 2011 and since that time, we have 
not noticed any odors. Occasionally, 
we have noticed odors that drift in 
from the adjoining rail yard.”
   A hearing on the appeal is scheduled 
for early next year.
   SWOP is waiting for the EPA to 
reply to its complaint and it plans to 
continue pushing for consideration of 
the cumulative impact of pollutants 
when granting permits. SWOP also is 
asking the EPA to require the Board 
to adopt a regulation prohibiting its 
members from being employed by 
businesses seeking permits, which 
SWOP views as a conflict of interest. 
Currently, at least one board member 
is a consultant for such industries.
   Despite the setbacks, the Abeytas are 
determined to continue fighting for 
their community.
   “[San José] has always been a 
community of poverty,” Esther said, 
her voice rising. “A lot of people ... 
are trying to survive, put food on the 
table, support families ... How much 
can a community be poisoned before 
people realize people are dying in that 
community?”
   The Abeytas aren’t going anywhere. 
“People say, ‘Why are you fighting 
this?’” Esther said. “San José is my 
home. It always has a part of my 
heart. I can’t abandon it.” 
Joseph Sorrentino is an independent 
journalist who lives in Albuquerque.
The cleanup plan comes as the 
plume of aviation-contaminated 
water nears some of the most 
productive drinking water wells in 
Albuquerque’s Southeast Heights
State officials hope to reverse  
the plume’s direction so that it 
moves toward its original site  
under the Air Force base
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University of New Mexico Hospital, which gets about $90 million 
a year in funding from Bernalillo 
County taxpayers, received one of 
the worst safety rankings in the 
state, according to a Washington, 
D.C. nonprofit that grades hospitals 
nationwide on their safety records.
   UNMH got a D for its safety record 
from the Leapfrog Group, a nonprofit 
comprised of leading employers and 
private health care purchasers. Two 
other New Mexico hospitals – Espa-
ñola Hospital in Española and Gila 
Regional Medical Center in Silver 
City – also received D grades.
   Leapfrog grades hospitals on 28 
safety measures that include infec-
tion rates, items left in patients and 
surgical wounds splitting open. 
UNMH got below-average scores in 
16 areas, higher-than-average in four 
and it declined to participate in eight, 
according to the study. 
   The hospital’s worst score came in 
the area of surgical wounds splitting 
open. According to the study, at 
UNMH, surgical wounds split open at 
a rate of 2.87 times per 1,000 patients 
who had abdominal surgery. It was 
the worst score of the 2,520 hospitals 
nationwide that Leapfrog graded. 
The average score for that measure 
was .93 wounds opening per 1,000 
surgeries.
   UNMH spokesman John Arnold 
said the hospital didn’t participate in 
the study and the grade is inaccurate.
   “There were [28] measures they 
were looking at, 10 of which could 
have been determined had we 
participated,” Arnold said. “We don’t 
believe the grade is accurate and 
we don’t believe it reflects” the true 
condition at the hospital.
   Leapfrog spokeswoman Erica 
Mobley said UNMH’s grade is ac-
curate even though the hospital didn’t 
participate. In addition to data it gets 
from hospitals that participate in 
its survey, Leapfrog uses data from 
the U.S. Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services and the American 
Hospital Association, Mobley said.
   “If a hospital does not report [to the 
Leapfrog survey] we simply remove 
that measure from the study and give 
it zero weight so it does not count 
against them, and we re-weight the 
other measures for which we have 
data so the overall weight adds up to 
100 percent,” Mobley said.
   Leapfrog rated hospitals on 13 
outcomes measures, and UNMH 
scored below average on 11 of them, 
Mobley added. The hospital, which 
has an $835 million budget and which 
had 24,164 admissions in 2013, also 
scored low for objects left in people 
and infection and infection-control 
measures.
   “They are really seeing a pattern of 
poor performance against all the areas 
we score,” Mobley said. 
   Mobley also said that Leapfrog’s 
data reveals no patterns about which 
hospitals score higher or lower. 
UNMH is a public teaching hospital 
that serves a large indigent popula-
tion, but that doesn’t factor into the 
grade.
   “There is no pattern to the type of 
hospital that scores well,” Mobley 
explained. 
   Leapfrog CEO Leah Binder said 
that 41 percent of the hospitals the 
organization rated received a C, D or 
F grade. “It’s clear that some hospitals 
are safer than others,” she said, add-
ing that safety scores are important 
because 400,000 people die in U.S. 
hospitals each year and one in 25 
patients get an infection in a hospital.
   “Consumers have largely taken the 
time to educate themselves about 
insurance plans and pricing,” Binder 
said. “Now, we need patients to take 
the next step, putting safety first, for 
themselves and their families, and 
that means seeking out the safest 
hospitals in their area.”
   The Leapfrog ranking is just one 
of many surveys that rate hospitals, 
and they are all different, said Jeff 
Dye, president and CEO of the New 
Mexico Hospital Association.
   “There are multiple surveys and 
grading systems out there, and I 
would say each of them has their own 
quirks and Leapfrog is no exception,” 
Dye said. “We always recommend 
that patients look to multiple sources 
and speak with their doctors or 
hospital administrators if they have 
questions about types of care.
   “We don’t see Leapfrog as a singular 
answer to all things related to quality. 
Leapfrog fills in gaps with other 
information so it is a mixed bag.”
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor 
at ABQ Free Press. Reach him at  
dennis@freeabq.com
By dENNis domrZAlsKi
uNMH Fares Poorly
In Hospital Safety Rating
There’s a cute little cartoon shown to grade school students throughout the country starring a piece 
of paper who cheerfully travels through the US 
Congress and finally becomes a law. “I’m Just a Bill, 
an Ordinary bill,” with its Schoolhouse Rock! tune, 
can be sung by almost anyone who’s heard it in 
class. But it doesn’t cover the many procedural ways 
ordinary bills can be delayed, amended, substituted 
or blocked.
   Before the new Republican majority in the NM 
House counts the chickens it intends to send to the 
governor, it may wish to attend to the process of 
hatching. 
   With a divided legislature in Santa Fe this year 
for the first time since 1952, the mechanics will take 
on new importance. As the minority party knows, 
time is on the side of those who want to kill bills. 
And those who know the rules can use them to 
their advantage. Here, from the archive, are some 
of the more creative ways that legislators in both 
the minority and the majority have prevented the 
passage of bills they didn’t like. 
Bad Amendments and Poison Pills
   Usually amendments are drafted by the Legislative 
Council Service to ensure consistency and coher-
ence. But not always. Amendments can be placed on 
bills at any time via majority vote in committee or 
on the floor, and they are not always “friendly,” i.e., 
acceptable to the sponsor.
   If opponents of a bill do not have a majority their 
best bet is damaging it with an appealing modifica-
tion that might pick off enough votes to stick. The 
damaging modification has to be approved – or 
removed – by both houses, a tricky business to do in 
a timely fashion.
   One favorite method to gut a bill in the Senate is 
to simply strike the clause at the beginning, which 
says, “Be it Enacted.”  Without the clause, it is not 
enacted. In the Senate, Minority Leader Stuart Ingle, 
a Portales Republican, has proposed this as a floor 
amendment to a number of bills, usually in vain.
   A modification of this approach was used success-
fully in 2007 by Las Cruces Sen. Leonard Rawson, 
then the Republican minority whip, on a bill to limit 
campaign contributions. The amendment simply 
rolled back the enactment date of the bill for 1,000 
years, until July 1, 3007. The amendment initially 
passed, but was later reconsidered and defeated. 
   Lobbyist Tom Horan remembers what he called 
“the mother” of all poison pills of this type. It was 
used in a Senate committee of the whole, which 
included all members. The committee met on the 
senate floor to hold hearings on a bill to allow inter-
state banking in the mid-1980s. Horan recalls that 
Sen. Manny Aragon simply moved an amendment 
to strike the enactment clause, and it passed, killing 
the major piece of legislation. 
Filibusters and Other Delay Tactics
   With only 60 days in a “long” session, the flow of 
a bill through initial referral, committee hearings 
and floor debate is crucial. This process is controlled 
by the majority party in each house. Bills can be 
killed by a majority in any committee or delayed by 
committee chairs, or simply languish on the floor 
agenda of either house. And bills must pass both 
houses (now controlled by opposing parties) before 
they can go to the governor. 
   Delay is the tool used by minorities in both houses 
to prevent passage of bills. All legislators have a 
right to question and debate bills. Often the result is 
mind-numbing, prolonged talk that, cumulatively, 
slows the whole process to a crawl. The delaying 
tactic is effective particularly when “must-pass” 
items like the budget or the capital outlay bill are 
pending. Sometimes, the leadership has made deals 
to speed things up by passing certain bills. 
   The filibuster is the ultimate delaying tactic, 
used more frequently in the Senate, where rules of 
debate allow senators up to two hours to debate 
each measure. House members have gotten into 
the filibustering recently – three hours of debate are 
permitted – but strong control from the Speaker has 
limited this tool. 
   Back in 1976 at the height of the state’s uranium 
boom, Senate Finance Chairman Aubrey Dunn 
filibustered to kill $2 million for a road to a uranium 
facility pushed by House Tax and Revenue Chair-
man, Eddie Lopez, an employee of the facility. Dunn 
had earlier placed a poison pill amendment on 
Lopez’s bill to increase severance taxes on uranium 
companies. (In a little known 1972 bill, Lopez had 
reduced severance taxes on uranium companies.) 
But with two hours to go in the session Dunn faced 
an amendment to remove the tax increase. Knowing 
it would probably pass, Dunn proceeded to talk to 
death what he said was special-interest legislation, 
receiving praise from fiscal conservatives and 
environmentalists alike. 
   In 1989, Senate President Pro Tem Manny Aragon 
staged a marathon 12-hour filibuster, slowing 
proceedings to a crawl.  Filibusters were common in 
the Senate from 1984 through 1989, a time of turmoil 
when leadership changed every year, the seniority 
system was abolished, and coalitions and personal 
vendettas were the order of the day. 
   In 1997, with less than two hours to go in the 
session, Senator Bill Davis, an Albuquerque 
Republican, filibustered against a bill sponsored by 
Manny Aragon to finance private prisons with tax 
increases. Davis said he would stop talking if the bill 
was withdrawn, but Aragon, then the president pro 
tem, refused and the session came to a crashing end, 
without an education or capital outlay bill.
Dede Feldman is a former state senator and author of  
the book, “Inside the New Mexico Senate: Boots, Suits 
and Citizens.”
By dEdE fEldmAN
How Do You Kill a Bill? Let’s Count the Ways
Because of its more liberal rules on debate, the easiest place to kill a bill at the New mexico legislature is in the senate.
mark Bralley
Amendments can be placed on 
bills at any time via majority vote  
in committee or on the floor, and 
they are not always ‘friendly’
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petphotos@freeabq.com 
Include your name, phone number, and your pet’s name,  
and we’ll try to reserve their spot in the pet parade. 
CALLING ALL PETS
SENd IT To
Siobhan Hammack sent us this photo of Vassar, her faith-
ful companion on trips around New Mexico and Colorado. 
Vassar, a 6-year-old Shepadoodle, has a thing for rivers and 
sticks. “In this one, Vassar is fetching a stick from the Rio 
Grande in Corrales,” Siobhan wrote.
A friend we’ll call Fred told me he was “over the moon” that at last the 
president acted on the immigration issue 
and that it “served the Congress right” 
that they hadn’t taken up the Senate bill 
that on June 26 received 68 votes for 
passage.
   In case you don’t remember, that bill 
would have cleared the way for millions 
of undocumented (illegal) residents to 
have a chance at citizenship, among 
other things. That bill was doomed, I told 
Fred, because Congress: (a) didn’t trust 
the president to reinforce the border first 
and (b) because it gave the illegals a path 
toward citizenship, not just a path toward 
residency – two totally different things.
   Fred got sore and said, “Why shouldn’t 
they have a path toward citizenship? I 
told him, “Because they broke the law 
coming here in the first place. If they 
want to become citizens, they ought to 
apply back in their home country just like 
hundreds of thousands of other foreign-
ers who have been waiting for years.”
   I saw the long lines of people waiting 
for visas and for their interviews with 
U.S. Embassy personnel in five different 
countries when I served in the Foreign 
Service. The applicants were required 
to bring to their interviews all sorts 
of documents, such as original birth 
certificates, school transcripts, letters of 
reference and money for the application 
fees. And, they were told that in some 
cases it would take up to five to six 
years before their applications were 
approved. I suppose that many of them 
were disappointed it would take so long, 
but they were willing to wait to get the 
coveted green card.
   In the case of upwards of five million 
illegal aliens now covered under the 
Obama executive order, these folks 
would simply leapfrog the others who 
are waiting for legal permission to enter 
our country. There’s something inher-
ently unfair in that.
   We need a way to regularize their 
status and let them stay here as 
residents but not as citizens. Bypassing 
Congress is not the way to do it, I told 
Fred. The president overreached (again) 
on a particularly dicey issue and took 
matters into his own imperial hands. 
It’s just another case of playing politics 
with millions of lives, just as he has 
done many times before, like with the 
wholesale executive action on the so-
called dreamers (young, undocumented 
children who were brought to the United 
States without papers).
   According to the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, which governs the 
classification and treatment of undocu-
mented aliens, the president has the 
right to intervene in individual cases but 
not in whole groups or classifications 
of immigrants. But he did by delaying 
(indefinitely) the deportation of this 
group without congressional approval.
   Why were we surprised, then, that 
without a slap on the wrist, he would 
do it again, this time upping the ante to 
five million? I confess that I had hoped 
he would wait until the next Congress 
convened to have a long and thorough 
debate on remedies for all illegal aliens. 
All of a sudden, Fred made his move 
and said, “Lincoln signed the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation and freed the slaves. 
What’s the difference?” I said that was 
done in time of war and under Lincoln’s 
constitutional authority as commander in 
chief (Article II, Section 2 of the Con-
stitution) and that it only applied to the 
states that had seceded from the Union.
   Obama, I told Fred, didn’t think 
the ramifications of this one through. 
Already the U.S. and Immigration 
Services are jumping through hoops 
trying to figure out how to administer his 
sweeping executive order.
   No, Fred, Mr. Obama must stop 
playing monarch and accept his role 
as CEO of the executive branch, not 
ruler of all he surveys. Let’s get our 
new Congress to pass a number of bills 
that first would de-fund the president’s 
unlawful executive order, seal the border 
and then deal with each of the important 
elements of our immigration law. Now 
is not the time to play Russian Roulette 
with our immigration system. 
Stephan Helgesen is a former U.S. diplomat 
and author. He writes from his mountain 
retreat in Tijeras. He can be reached at: 
stephan@stephanhelgesen.com
By stEPHAN HElGEsEN
Obama’s Executive Order Overreach  
unfair to Legal Immigrant Applicants
It’s just another case  
of playing politics with 
millions of lives, just as 
he has done many  
times before
In the case of upwards of 
five million illegal aliens 
now covered under the 
Obama executive order, 
these folks would  
simply leapfrog the  
others who are waiting  
for legal permission to 
enter our country
sEtH tAylor
Contact
Donavan Mosley
 (505) 345-4080, ext. 806
donovan@freeabq.com
To AdverTise:
Reach ABQ’s  
most informed audience
Going to the movies is still a cheap date, 
despite the convenience 
and prevalence of video 
streaming and rental 
services delivered by all 
manner of devices. For 
less than $16 on average 
nationally (even less for 
kids and seniors), you can 
enjoy a big-screen event 
with a friend.   
   Maybe you’re an 
old-school movie fan 
who likes to get out of the 
house on occasion for the 
opening of a long-awaited 
film. You might even like 
being told when to get 
there and when to leave. If 
so, here are the places to find a few luxuries, dis-
counts and other goodies offered by local theaters to 
win you back from the digital dragons of the Planet 
Time Suck. 
   Snacks are extra. 
Regal Entertainment Group
   An RPX (Regal Premium Experience) combines 
unbelievable sound quality with an IMAX screen at 
ultra-high resolution. Think about seeing special-
effects blockbusters such as “Into the Woods” under 
these conditions. Tickets cost more for an RPX 
movie, in this case, $16 per adult ($12.50 for seniors 
and children).
   Right now, “The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies” is being shown on the IMAX screen in 3D 
at Regal Winrock Stadium 16, the only Regal theater 
in New Mexico with such amenities. Tickets are 
$17.50 each for adults.
   Regular ticket prices for feature films at Regal 
(which also owns United Artists and Edwards 
cinemas) are about $11 for adults. As with other 
theaters, Regal-goers can take advantage of online 
services for advance, print-at-home and discounted 
tickets (regmovies.com).
Albuquerque Regal theaters: Regal Winrock Stadium 16 
IMAX & RPX, UA Cottonwood Stadium 16, UA High 
Ridge 8
Cinemark USA
   Cinemark (and Century, its subsidiary) has a 
special for fight fans coming up on Jan. 3. Moviego-
ers can take in a main event, Jon Jones vs. Daniel 
Cormier, at 8 p.m. at Century Rio 24. 
   A limited-release sporting event is just one way 
you can see something different at the movies. Arts 
lovers take note: Cinemark’s partnership with “The 
Met: Live in HD” means that you can see such far-
away performances as “The Merry Widow” on Jan. 
17 at Century Rio 24 and Century 14 Downtown. On 
Feb. 17, look for the Royal Ballet in “Winter’s Tale” 
at Century Rio 24 only, brought to you by Fathom 
Events. Other Royal Ballet and Bolshoi Ballet shows 
are upcoming from Fathom, along with more 
Metropolitan Opera taped live.
   You can download Cinemark’s Winter 2014 edition 
of its magazine, CinéArts, for a peek at current and 
upcoming movies, Oscar picks and articles such as 
“Six from Sundance” (cinemark.com). 
Albuquerque Cinemark theaters: Century Rio 24 Plex 
and XD, Century 14 Downtown, Cinemark Movies 8, 
Cinemark Movies West
Fandango
   Just in case you live full-time in a dark movie 
theater with no Internet access, let us tell you about 
Fandango. It’s a joint venture by almost every major 
movie theater company in the country. The site 
consolidates current movies, times and locations, 
ticket and gift-card buying, discount offers, contests 
and other enticements to keep you coming back. 
There is nothing we can do but urge you to sign 
up for new-release dates and clinch your title as 
Monarch of the Movies (fandango.com).
   
comPilEd By ABq frEE PrEss stAff
Movie Theaters Work Hard to Get You off the Couch
regal Winrock stadium 16 has imAX and rPX (regal Premium Experience) films as well as regular feature films.
Upcoming feature 
films opening  
in January
Jan. 1, “The Gambler”
A remake of the 1974 movie with James Caan, this 
time around with Mark Wahlberg as the professor 
on a downward spiral. With John Goodman, Brie 
Larson and Jessica Lange.
Jan. 9, “Selma”
Relevant to today’s racist murders, this film revisits 
the days of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s nonviolent 
protests, turned into violent confrontations by 
the police. Critics claim its portrayal of President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson is Hollywood fiction.
Jan. 9, “Taken 3”
Framed for the murder of his ex-wife, Liam Neeson 
as Brian Mills goes on the run to find whodunit.
Jan. 16, “Blackhat”
Dystopian thriller set in the present, when cyber-
criminals tap into major international financial 
markets; starring Chris Hemsworth and Viola 
Davis.
Jan. 16, “Paddington”
Talking teddy bears are everywhere. Paddington 
comes to London to find a home. 
Jan. 16, “The Wedding Ringer”
A guy with no friends rents a best man for his 
wedding, and Josh Gad is the lucky man engaged 
to Kaley Cuoco.
Jan. 23, “Mortdecai”
Johnny Depp stars as an art dealer on the trail of a 
stolen painting that could lead him to even greater 
wealth. With Gwyneth Paltrow, Ewan McGregor, 
Jeff Goldblum, Olivia Munn.
Jan. 23, “The Boy Next Door”
Suspenseful story of a mom who has an affair with 
her son’s friend, starring Jennifer Lopez with Kristin 
Chenoweth, Ryan Guzman, John Corbett and 
Bailey Chase (“Longmire”). 
Jan. 23, “Black Sea”
Treasure hunting, submarine style, with Jude Law 
as a captain who can’t trust his crew.
Jan. 23, “Black or White”
Sentimental story of a white man who wants to 
raise his mixed-race granddaughter, without her 
father and his family. Kevin Costner as the white 
grandfather and Octavia Spencer as the black 
grandmother are the main combatants.
 
Jan. 30, “Project Almanac”
Teenage geeks discover the plans for a time 
machine and discover the many ways they can 
change the world. Some of them are bad.
riley stevens
Well-loved locals 
(see Calendar, pages 22-23, for listings)
The Guild Cinema, 3505 Central Ave. NE,  
255-1858, guildcinema.com
The Albuquerque Film Festival begins Jan. 8.
Lockheed Martin DynaTheater, New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History and Science, 1801 
Mountain Rd. NW, 841-2800, naturalhistory.org/
dynatheater
Now playing “Jerusalem,” “Pandas: The Journey 
Home” and “Tiny Giants 3D”
Southwest Films at UNM, 1 University of New 
Mexico, 277-5608, unm.edu
Mid-week movies and more
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A filmmaker, a writer, a librarian, an entrepreneur and an editor 
walk into a movie theater to see Tim 
Burton’s “Big Eyes.” 
   Afterward the librarian labels it “a 
pre-feminist film for a post-feminist 
world.” The writer, observing Bur-
ton’s penchant for the grotesque, 
makes a case for the main actors’ 
roles residing in the same territory. 
The entrepreneur sees Walter Keane 
(Christoph Waltz) and his cutting-
edge marketing skills as being both 
very good and very bad for the career 
of his artist wife, Margaret (Amy 
Adams). The filmmaker empathizes 
with Margaret Keane’s more than 
10-year struggle to create her art while 
not being able to publicly own it. And 
the editor has a problem with the 
movie’s malleable point of view. 
   If nothing else, “Big Eyes” makes for 
lively dinner table discussion. Here’s 
the synopsis: Margaret Keane, painter 
of the kitschy, big-eyed children 
popular in the ‘60s and ‘70s, had her 
career usurped by second husband, 
Walter, a sociopathic salesman with a 
big eye for the exploitable. While she 
turned out version after version of 
her moppets for public consumption, 
he took credit for her work, signed 
simply “KEANE.” 
   Walter’s opportunism furthered 
sales and turned Mar-
garet’s art into a fad. It 
also turned his wife into 
a lonely monster cooped 
up in her studio-cave, 
unable to show or speak 
of her accomplishments, 
even to her daughter 
and her best friend. 
   Controlling and 
manipulative, Walter 
becomes the film’s vil-
lain, abetted by Waltz’s 
over-the-top perfor-
mance that seems like a 
sly wink at the audience. 
He is so obviously the wolf that it is 
hard to see how Little Red Riding 
Hood misses his devouring ego.
   Margaret’s gullibility is the gist of 
my dissatisfaction with “Big Eyes.” 
Nothing is said of her childhood, so 
there is no easy answer to why she 
allowed herself to be subsumed by 
Walter for so long. There are visuals 
and scenes that serve as signals to 
the viewer, perhaps more readily 
absorbed by females who grew up in 
the ‘50s and ‘60s. Restrictive clothing, 
wasp waists, poufy hairdos and “Do 
you have your husband’s permission 
to apply for this job?” take us back 
to a time when women often were 
treated like children. But nothing 
in particular is stated 
about the restrictive 
scenario in which 
Margaret is ensnared. 
   Margaret goes along to 
get along; in one scene, 
she stands clutching 
a painting while her 
husband talks about his 
“inspiration” – for her 
work. She says nothing. 
   Abusers escalate. So 
does Walter. After wild 
success and the material 
things that go with it, 
nothing has changed for 
Margaret. She still paints alone in a 
room that they both insist is Walter’s 
studio. When she finally leaves him 
after he physically threatens her and 
her daughter, she comes out to the 
world as the real Keane. Not many 
believe her. Walter’s spin holds sway, 
until she sues him and the judge 
orders a courtroom paint-off. He is 
unable to render a drawing; she whips 
out one of her signature “big eyes.” 
Case closed. 
   The viewer should feel triumphant 
on Margaret’s behalf, as in a football 
fable where the underdog team 
wins despite tremendous odds. The 
movie as a whole does not allow 
for such a cathartic response. Every 
time Margaret failed to speak up, I 
felt as though the writers must have 
left something out. Where was her 
dialogue, her point of view, the soul of 
the story? I missed it entirely. 
   Ironically in a film titled “Big Eyes,” 
point of view is a problem. With the 
voice-over by a reporter who is simply 
a footnote to the action, and Walter 
the fascinating snake taking center 
stage, it was hard for me to remember 
that it’s Margaret’s story.
   The supporting character actors 
– notably Jon Polito as a jazz club 
impresario, Jason Schwartzman as a 
gallery owner, and Terence Stamp as 
the consummate art critic – are deft in 
their roles and caricatures of them at 
the same time. Stamp’s arty taste-
maker spots a sham but doesn’t know 
what he’s really seeing. Schwartzman 
as gallery owner bemoans the big-
eyes “movement.” Even Margaret’s 
beatnik friend DeeAnn (Krysten 
Ritter) becomes a cliché, sporting a 
‘do that must have taken an hour to 
accomplish. These characters form a 
welcome comic relief team but help to 
make the film seem more performance 
art than narrative.
Stephanie Hainsfurther is an associate 
editor for ABQ Free Press.
   
By stEPHANiE HAiNsfUrtHEr
Here’s Looking at You, Keane
This review contains spoilers for those not familiar with 
the stage play.
   
Difficult stories, like “Romeo and Juliet,” all seem to share the same structure: the first half is 
romantic and fun, the second half is tragic and dark. 
That’s always been the case with “Into the Woods” 
as a stage musical, but the film version by Walt Dis-
ney Pictures doesn’t solve its problems. If anything, 
the movie makes them stand out as vividly as Red 
Riding Hood’s cape. 
   The main tales of Cinderella (Anna Kendrick), the 
Witch (Meryl Streep) who keeps Rapunzel (MacK-
enzie Mauzy) locked in a tower, the Baker and His 
Wife (James Corden and Emily Blunt), Red Riding 
Hood (Lilla Crawford) and Jack and the Beanstalk 
(Daniel Huttlestone) are intertwined, their aims 
summed up nicely by the title song.   
   Supporting characters are introduced and they are 
familiar to us. Chris Pine as Cinderella’s Prince and 
Billy Magnussen as Rapunzel’s Prince are perfectly 
handsome and hilarious in their competitive duet, 
“Agony.” The Baker and His Wife let us in on their 
marital problems and resolutions in “It Takes Two.” 
Cinderella figures out her strategy in “On the Steps 
of the Palace.” The Witch’s motherly instincts and 
fears for Rapunzel are shared in “Stay with Me.” 
Stephen Sondheim’s clever lyrics sweep us happily 
into the story, plotlines ravel and unravel, and 
everyone gets his or her wish. So far, so good. 
   The Princes and their ladies are married in a 
double wedding and it’s time for “Ever After.” 
Suddenly, we know it will not be a happy one. 
The female Giant (Frances de la Tour, of the BBC’s 
“Vicious”) has come down the beanstalk to avenge 
the killing of her husband, and wreaks havoc on the 
kingdom as she demands that Jack be brought to 
her. Houses and people are squished; some leave, 
some act out, some die. That’s life, one message of 
the story.
   Act II is dark and scary, as it should be. But scarier 
still is the way Disney gutted the songs that were 
written to resolve the characters’ trajectories. 
   We don’t even hear about Cinderella’s boredom 
with palace life because “So Happy” is omitted. 
Instead, we just find her in the woods again, dressed 
in her old clothes, and wonder why. The very funny 
“Agony, The Reprise,” in which the unfaithful 
Princes are now focused on winning Sleeping 
Beauty and Snow White, has been cut entirely. So 
has the cathartic “No More,” which both raises 
and answers the lifelong questions the Baker has 
had about his absent father, and his own fitness for 
fatherhood. 
   Here’s a spoiler: Rapunzel doesn’t die. In the stage 
By stEPHANiE HAiNsfUrtHEr
Once upon a Midnight Dreary
Saffron doesn’t believe in curbing calories before, during or after major holidays. As for that silly New Year’s 
resolution about eliminating dessert – bad idea. You’re 
going to feel deprived, which will make you feel virtuous 
for three minutes, then ravenous for the rest of the year. 
Better not go there at all.
Cupcakes are small
   Cake Fetish elevates cupcakes to their rightful position. 
Think of cupcakes as portion control in action, if it makes you 
feel better. These sweets are everything you want in a cake, 
in a cute little package decorated to make them as gorgeous 
as they are luscious. Pick out the flavors that call to you or 
try a small sampler of varieties in one of their mini-cupcakes 
collections. Or both. They also have a frequent cupcake eater 
program, although they call it their Fetish Fan Club. 
Cake Fetish, 2665 Louisiana Blvd. NE, 883-0670, cakefetish.com
Où est le pain au chocolat?
   When I want buttery croissants (every Tuesday), there 
is no place better than La Quiche Parisienne Bistro. These 
flaky pastries must be made with lots of butter and layers. 
Too often they aren’t, and there’s no sense wasting calories 
on counterfeits. 
   But when they are made correctly, they truly melt into 
buttery goodness on the palate. This shop, tucked into 
Mountain Run Shopping Center between Kelly’s and Page 
One, not only does croissants right but serves up light and 
fluffy pastries with a decidedly French flare. And, as the 
name suggests, lots of varieties of quiche.
   Be aware, they’re open only for breakfast and lunch (and 
definitely worth a visit), so plan on coming by 2 p.m. You 
can eat the croissants there with a cup of coffee or tea, or 
get them to go. 
La Quiche Parisienne Bistro, 5850 Eubank Blvd. NE, 242-2808,  
laquicheparisienne.com
King me
   New Mexico’s state cookie goes innovative and delicious 
at this popular local bake shop, Golden Crown Panaderia. 
Enjoy an original, yummy chocolate, or mellow out with 
a cappuccino-flavored biscochito (or the blue corn, or the 
sugar free). Branch out to a filled empanada or one of 
several cookies. Lemon lovers should try the truly yummy 
Lemon Flautas. Enjoy a dessert there, or make sure you 
take enough home for everyone. You also can order online 
to take out or dine in. 
Golden Crown Panaderia, 1103 Mountain Road NW, 243-2424, 
goldencrown.biz
Hot for Chillz
   You might have had soft-serve ice cream before, but un-
less you’ve been to St. Louis and had Ted Drewes Frozen 
Custard, you haven’t had the rich, custardy ice cream you 
can get at Chillz. Located near UNM, this no-atmosphere 
dispensary is popular with students, but their flavors and 
toppings have made me a believer as well. You’ll never 
get bored because they love to create a unique flavor each 
day. Check out their daily special online. One cool thing I 
appreciate is that when all the toppings look good to me, I 
can pay for two (at 75 cents each) and get a third or even a 
fourth at no extra charge. Thank you! 
Chillz, 2720 Central Ave. SE, 265-5648, chillzcustard.com
Better than blue meth
   The tiny storefront on Juan Tabo gives little hint of the 
large operation behind it. The story of The Chocolate Cartel 
begins in Taos, where brothers Scott and Tim Van Rixel 
began under the name Xocoatl Chocolate. Happily, they 
moved operations to Albuquerque, so their chocolates 
and gelato, a creamy delicious Italian style ice cream, are 
made right here. Their chocolate is carefully sourced from a 
Venezuelan chocolate manufacturer, Chocolates El Rey, for a 
more intense flavor, and fairly traded cacao beans that come 
to El Rey directly from small- and large-scale growers in 
Venezuela. Chocolate Cartel gelato is being scooped around 
town or is available in the store, along with their chocolates. 
The Chocolate Cartel, 315 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE, 797-1193, 
chocolatecartel.com
Whole chocolate
   Made here in Albuquerque by Max and Ally Sinclair, 
Cocopotamus Chocolate’s truffle-licious morsels are 
made by hand and are available throughout the city with 
the best selection at Whole Foods on Carlisle. In fact, a 
whole stand of these lush truffles comes in a tantalizing 
range of flavors, leading to a “one of these and one of 
those” mindset – and a bag filled with yummies. Do you 
need gluten free? Yes, they make several flavors that suit 
your diet. Sadly, there is no retail outlet, but who knows, 
perhaps some day. In the meantime, find the place nearest 
you at their website.
Cocopotamus Chocolate, 4431 Anaheim Ave. NE, 301-1988, 
cocopotamus.com
Food of the gods
   No roundup of desserts would be complete without 
Theobroma, a Glenwood Village fixture. Yummy chocolates 
in varied ways and fun seasonal forms are made there, 
plus Taos Cow Ice cream (made, of course, in Taos). I know 
from experience that the care and quality they put into their 
ambrosia pleases many a client and family member. Although 
not made here, you’ll also find excellent sugar-free chocolate. 
Theobroma, 12611 Montgomery Blvd. NE, 293-6545,  
theobromachocolatier.com
The rage of ABQ
   We are indeed blessed with a plethora of fine chocolate 
and candymakers, and Buffett’s is certainly worth a visit. 
Their signature candies incorporate the piñon, the nut of 
our state tree. (Yes, we have a state tree. On March 16, 1949, 
the state Legislature officially adopted the piñon as the 
state tree. And why not? We have a state question and a 
state necktie.) Anyway, Buffett’s is family owned and has 
operated since the 1950s (but not by Warren) and uses only 
genuine piñon nuts. Buy their stock. 
Buffett’s Candies, 7001 Lomas Blvd. NE, 265-7731, 
buffettscandies.com
Saffron Tomato likes Pinot Noir with her chocolate.
JR’s
1955 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE  
BBQ and seafood
Bosque Brewing Company
901 E. University Ave. 
Bldg. 985, Ste. B, Las Cruces
Bar drinks
Kasey’s
400 Washington St. SE 
American
Bubba’s 33
4861 Pan American Freeway NE 
Pizza, burgers, sandwiches,  
American
Gravy
725 Central Ave NE
American Comfort Food
O’Ramen
2114 Central Ave. SE
Japanese
Rosati’s
5001 San Mateo Blvd. NE
Chicago Style Pizza
The New Yorken Café  
and Bakery
2120 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE
Baked goods, sandwiches, Italian
The Cellar  
(opening early 2015)
1025 Lomas Blvd. NW
Spanish tapas 
The Spot Café
4940 Corrales Rd., Corrales
American traditional
Until further notice, open for breakfast and lunch 
only, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Sunday brunch only.
By sAffroN tomAto
Deep Dish Recent Openings
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The year 2014 has been one of transi-tions, some eagerly anticipated and 
some totally unexpected. In the latter 
category were the deaths of at least three 
theater folks who are greatly missed. 
Brian Benoit, the founder with his wife, 
Marie, of The Mansion Players in Los 
Lunas, had a long and various theatrical 
career. Jean Farren Thompson appeared 
often on local stages, such as The Adobe 
and Albuquerque Little Theatre. Perhaps 
the most painful was the passing of 
Matthew Robert Naegeli at the age of 
30. Matt was our own theatrical wun-
derkind — acting, singing, dancing and 
directing almost since birth. He founded 
the Freedom Community Theatre when 
he was 20 and did so much more. Matt 
was truly exceptional.
   Much less dramatically, my own 
theatrical writing situation was 
among the changes this year. In 
March, I received an email from the 
arts editor of the Albuquerque Journal 
telling me that her freelance budget 
had been “greatly reduced” by the 
powers that be: “I am going to have 
to stop having you review theater.” 
Thus my 13-year association with the 
Journal was severed, and no petitions 
or call-in campaigns or boycotts or 
demonstrations or Ebola threats could 
alter the decision.
   Auspiciously, the ABQ Free Press 
was just beginning biweekly publica-
tion, and Associate Editor Stephanie 
Hainsfurther welcomed me. She also 
assigned my first movie review (and I 
think liked it). I write theater previews 
as well as reviews, and I see as much 
local theater as I can.  
   I would like to acknowledge the 
theatrical performers and practitio-
ners who most entertained, moved 
and challenged me this year. 
Here’s to the ladies
   I was simply blown away by Angela 
Littleton as Berenice Sadie Brown 
in Carson McCullers’ “The Member 
of the Wedding” at The Adobe 
Theater. Directed by James Cady and 
wonderfully supported by young 
performers Annie Elliott and Jackson 
Murrieta, Littleton played a soul-maid 
to the children who were trying to 
understand and deal with big changes. 
Littleton embodied warmth, wisdom 
and compassion with apparent ease. She 
seemed to live the role rather than act it.
   I would like to give a special shout-out 
to FUSION Theatre Company co-found-
er, director and actor Jacqueline Reid. 
She is ever present but not to be taken 
for granted. I have seen her in dozens of 
roles but, in Sharr White’s taut and tricky 
play about mental and marital health, 
“The Other Place,” she gave one of her 
finest performances. Under the direction 
of Shepard Sobel, and aided by Richard 
Hogle’s scenic and lighting plans and 
Brent Stevens’ evocative sound design, 
Reid’s Dr. Juliana Smithton was assured, 
fierce, loving, disagreeable, confused 
and frightened as she took the audience 
with her on a harrowing journey. And by 
the way, Reid’s direction of John Patrick 
Shanley’s heartfelt and poetic “Outside 
Mullingar” was also masterful.
   I saw my favorite supporting 
actress, Bridget S. Dunne, steal two 
more shows this year. In Hugh 
Whitemore’s Cold War espionage 
play “Pack of Lies,” directed by Joann 
Danella at The Adobe Theater, Dunne 
played a British wife who discovers 
that her friend and neighbor is a spy. 
In “The Last Night of Ballyhoo,” 
Mother Road Theatre Company’s 
salute to Hanukkah written by Alfred 
Uhry and directed by Steve Barberio, 
Dunne was hilarious as a socially 
inept daughter desperate to avoid the 
stigma of spinsterhood. 
Where the boys are
   Let me continue my transition to 
actors on the stage with recognition 
of a transitional performance. Ken 
Ansloan, the cofounder of Albuquer-
que’s beloved drag troupe, “The 
Dolls,” played the role he appears to 
have been born to play in “The Gospel 
According to Joan” performed at the 
Aux Dog. Ansloan’s portrayal of Joan 
Crawford was brilliant. He incarnated 
Mommy Dearest for a new generation 
and reminded us geezers of the time 
when Hollywood was queen.
   Charles Fisher teamed with director 
Marty Epstein and The Vortex Theatre 
in two larger-than-life performances 
as two complex, not very nice char-
acters. In Jez Butterworth’s quintes-
sentially English play, “Jerusalem,” he 
played Johnny “Rooster” Byron, who 
has gone from a fearless motorcycle 
daredevil to a battered but unbowed 
Pied Piper of hopeless and abused 
dead-end youth who seeks his alcohol 
and drugs and stays for his tall tales. 
Fisher’s English heritage helped him 
fully to inhabit this multi-faceted 
Peter Pan on speed.
   Fisher also starred in the Vortex 
production of “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,” the classic American 
comedy written by the duo of George 
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart and first 
performed in 1939. Fisher played 
the raconteur, radio personality and 
curmudgeonly critic Sheridan White-
side with volcanic energy. These two 
roles were highlights of the year.
 
   My nominee for the year’s best 
supporting actor goes to Levi Shrader, 
whose two roles with the FUSION 
Theatre Company were memorable. In 
“Tribes,” by British playwright Nina 
Raine, Shrader portrayed a deaf mem-
ber of a noisy, hearing family who is 
expert in lip reading but is untutored 
in sign language. He is learning this 
alternate form of communication from 
his girlfriend (beautifully played by 
Caitlin Aase). In “Year of the Rooster,” 
by Eric Dufault, Shrader played an 
even more isolated character, a doped-
up fighting rooster named Odysseus 
Rex, selectively bred and mercilessly 
trained for the cockpit, unable to 
understand the anvil of anger in his 
heart that makes him a killer. Shrader 
realized both roles with insight, 
power and imagination.
Let’s fall in love   
   I watched my best stage couple 
of last year, Sheridan Johnson and 
Brennan Foster, in two plays this year 
— and they continue to enchant. As 
Leopold and Molly Bloom in “Gibral-
tar,” Patrick Fitzgerald’s adaptation of 
James Joyce’s “Ulysses” at Aux Dog 
Theatre, they responded effectively 
to the complexity of Joyce’s language 
and his stream-of-consciousness 
narration. And they have founded 
a new theater group, Threshold Art 
Collective, and staged a production 
of “Twelfth Night” in Santa Fe. Their 
performances as Orsino and Viola 
were strong, and Johnson brought her 
energetic and questioning approach to 
Shakespeare’s language and charac-
ters with positive results.
You’re the top!
   My favorite night at the theater this 
year: The Sept. 5 opening performance 
of Steve Martin’s “Picasso at the Lapin 
Agile” at the new home of The Vortex 
Theatre. After 37 years, the Vortex 
has made the transition to a large and 
attractive space for performances, 
rehearsals, construction, scenery and 
costume storage, dressing rooms, 
etc. — and a mortgage of its own. Its 
first production was joyously received 
by excited audiences in a festive mood 
and was well acted by the large cast 
directed by Martin Andrews. My 
congratulations to all who were in-
volved in the Vortex move. Long may 
this and all of our precious dramatic 
spaces and companies, performers 
and techies, and audiences continue to 
benefit from theater in Albuquerque. 
Barry Gaines is the theater critic for  
ABQ Free Press.
By BArry GAiNEs
Best in Theater 2014: Critic’s Picks 
Home-recording Boy
   As Elephant Micah, Joseph 
O’Connell will release his first 
album for the Western Vinyl label on 
January 20, “Where in Our Woods.” 
O’Connell, who also works as a 
folklorist, writes songs based on his 
study of the local culture of southern 
Indiana. The songs manage to change 
everyday American lifestyle into cap-
tivating music about nature, religion 
and culture. His song “Slow Time 
Vultures” was inspired by migrating 
vultures at his parent’s farm. Elephant 
Micah uses nylon-string guitar, an 
old pump organ, a stripped-down 
drum set, ukulele and toy recorder 
as instruments in order to bring out 
the vocals sung by Will Oldham.  The 
minimalistic approach to this also 
helps elevate the poetic lyrics written 
by O’Connell himself.    
(westernvinyl.com, elephantmicah.com) 
– R.S.
Chip in for This One
   Three-member bitpop band, Cry-
ing, has been hiding out in the dark 
corners of Pac Man, darting away 
from sneaky ghosts, scarfing all the 
fruit they can get their hands on, and 
generating a quirky EP through pure 
adrenaline. They built on their artfully 
mastered 2013 project “Get Olde” and 
mingled it with a few hare-brained 
additions to dream up “Get Olde 
Second Wind” via Run For Cover 
Records. It’s a perky capriccio that’s 
wild fun. Lead singer Elaiza Santos’s 
vocals melt into the music, droning 
out darker rock guitar progressions to 
give it a tasteful pop and post-punk 
earmark that’s revolutionary in the 
topsy-turvy totality of chiptune. Each 
track on the 13-song EP stimulates a 
new level of a videogame, featuring 
its fair share of Mario Brothers power-
ups and fire-breathing dragons. It’s a 
delight for anyone with a techno pulse 
hoping that Crying can fan the flames 
of chiptune’s popularity. – S.A.
Euro Duo 
   Victoria+Jean have released a fiery 
new music video for their song “Why 
Won’t You.” The video features some 
amazing stop motions with over 4,000 
photographs.  This Swedish-Belgian 
pop duo has attention-grabbing vocals 
by Victoria and a captivating guitar 
melody by Jean. The song is featured 
on their album “Divine Love,” 
which contains four other edgy songs 
that feature exhilarating rock ‘n’ roll 
one minute and emotional ballads 
about desire and longing in the next. 
(victoriaplusjean.com) – R.S.
Southern So-so
   North Carolina native SheRexMykes 
(a.k.a. Sheila Renee Moore) is a 
female rapper recently featured on 
the #Coast2Coast Hottest Rappers in 
North Carolina Mixtape along with 
many other North Carolina up-and-
comers. She’s released a mixtape on 
Soundcloud called “Crowned Royal 2 
Mixtape Teaser.” Filled with beats from 
a variety of different producers (whom 
she doesn’t seem to credit, a BIG no-no 
in the music industry), her lyrical 
interpretation accompanies them. Her 
rapping is effortless, as in she puts no 
thought into her recordings. There is 
no substance, no “flow,” no smooth-
ness in the transition from verse to 
verse, and the actual recording sounds 
as if she used a 1995 Motorola StarTAC 
cell phone held up to the microphone. 
   The music in this mixtape just lacks 
that certain “je ne sais quoi” that most 
successful rappers seem to have. The 
full mixtape is set to release now, fol-
lowed by a second mixtape, cleverly 
titled “D.R.U.G.S. & M.O.N.E.Y.,” 
sometime in the spring of 2015. – S.A.
King and Queen  
of Britain 
   “All Hail The Mighty Sceptres” 
showcases Nick Radford’s and Ange-
line Morrison’s love of and admiration 
for Soul. The album features several 
R&B, jazz, blues and funk songs that 
all have a Jamaican rock twist to them 
with a retro vibe. The band gets the 
authentic ‘50s and ‘60s sounds right 
by using vintage recording equipment 
and instruments to reproduce the 
mid-century rhythm of blues and jazz. 
(kudosrecords.co.uk) – R.S.
Good for You
   
Bosq (Whiskey Barons) is releasing a 
new album, “Bad for Me,” on February 
24 featuring the amazing songstress 
Nicole Willis (The Soul Investigators, 
Cola & Jimmu). In the late-night dub 
version, the extended chorus gives 
each song a groovy vibe and brings out 
the solos. The lively rhythm compli-
ments the vocals, with lyrics by Willis.  
The album has three songs that are 
perfect for dancing. – R.S.
Nowhere Man
   Not many would undertake produc-
ing an EP without recognition these 
days, but unknown artist “Novellus” 
is in it purely because he loves it. He’s 
left no footmarks on the Internet, just 
two uneventful tweets, and the only 
thing that fans know about him is that 
he delivers gnarly electronic alternative 
at its prime. The talented lone wolf will 
release his debut EP via New Ancestors 
on January 26, but left us with a snack 
to nibble on until then. His single 
“Reign” is a trance-inducing synth 
production with simple vocals and hip-
hop-esque instrumentals all wrapped 
up in one sensational package. Needless 
to say, Novellus has found his niche. 
However, his anonymity could also be 
his bane. In the likely chance that his 
EP will gain popularity and a definite 
following, the demand for personaliza-
tion will come to fruition. However, 
should Novellus remain silent, there 
will be nobody to tend the flame of his 
sure success. – S.A.
Sabrina Autry and Riley Stevens are 
interns for ABQ Free Press.
comPilEd By ABq frEE PrEss stAff
Music Briefs
“year of the rooster,” fUsioN theatre company,  
Nov. 2014.
Ana romero
“member of the Wedding,” the Adobe theater, oct.-
Nov. 2014.
Photo by ossy Werner
“the Gospel According to Joan,” Aux dog theatre, 
may 2014.
russell maynor
“Picasso at the lapin Agile,” the Vortex theatre,  
sept. 2014.
Alan mitchell Photography
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There are few places like Central Features Gallery at 109 5th St. SW 
because there are few entrepreneurs 
like Nancy Zastudil. On display 
during a recent visit were collages by 
local artists and video collaborations 
by Hillerbrand + Magsamen, a Mom-
and-Pop team who use their home 
and possessions — and their children 
— in art installations meant to evoke a 
response in  the viewer. 
   Although the gallery is closed 
through January, you can see the 
artwork of Darby Hillman and Ted 
Laredo in the display windows. Over 
at 205 Gold Ave. SW in a street-front 
window is Pacific Exhibits, part of 
Zastudil’s gallery, displaying the art 
of creative locals like Tamara Zibners 
and Joshua Willis. Passersby encoun-
ter art as they go about their days. 
   Zastudil describes each venue as 
“a contemporary art gallery that 
promotes environmental stewardship, 
social progress, and the intrinsic 
value of creative acts.” Ten percent of 
her profits benefit the New Mexico 
community. She’s putting her mission 
into gear in a new way this month, 
when she brings ImageThink to town 
for two workshops — one for artists, 
one for business people.
   “ImageThink is the brainchild of 
Nora Herting and Heather Willems, 
both of whom are alums of UNM’s art 
department,” she said. The company 
is now located in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Willems and Zastudil met in graduate 
school and have kept in touch. 
   ImageThink has been covered by the 
Wall Street Journal, Fast Company’s 
blog and Forbes, and is self-described 
as a “graphic recording” company 
(imagethink.net). The founders and 
their staff facilitate conferences and 
corporate retreats by drawing the ideas 
and data presented, showing that visu-
als improve retention and help people 
learn. The meetings also become more 
memorable and more fun. 
   Although the actual artwork is 
spontaneous, the graphic recorders 
are prepped ahead of time with com-
pany materials, videos and interviews 
so they know the substance of the 
presentations. ImageThink’s clients 
include Time Warner, Google, Lego, 
Johnson & Johnson, IBM and ESPN. 
  
“Two-thirds of the world 
learns better when they are 
presented with visuals, not 
charts and graphs but actual 
pictures,” Zastudil said. The 
workshops are meant to show 
people in the art and business com-
munities how to communicate ideas 
with pictures and the educational 
value of graphic recording.
   Another local business is getting 
in on the collaboration, although 
they don’t regularly rent out their 
space. The workshops will be held at 
Levitated Toy Factory at Silver and 
7th St. (levitated.net). It’s a toy shop 
that makes its products digitally, 
with software, 3D printing and laser 
cutting for example, a business started 
here by Etsy co-founder Jared  Tarbell. 
   “We really like what they’re doing 
and we want to sit in,” said Rob 
Hoberg, office ecologist for Levitated 
Toy. “They’ll be in the front room, 
which we call the gallery.” 
   The room fits about 50 people, and the 
artists’ workshop is already sold out, 
but stragglers can put themselves on a 
waiting list by calling Central Features.  
By stEPHANiE HAiNsfUrtHEr
What You See is What You Learn
Many books come across my desk but finding a good one worth 
your time can be like trying to find 
a menorah at Hobby Lobby. I’m a 
nitpicker, I admit it. Rejected: April 
Kirkwood’s “Big Girls DO Cry: Why 
My Affair with Frankie Valli Matters” 
because it can’t possibly. Rejected: the 
latest self-published cookbook sent to 
us because, as one of our interns said, 
“Fingers crossed that the finished 
recipes are more appetizing than the 
pictures.” When I do find a book that 
stands out, I share it with you. Here 
are a few very personal recommenda-
tions for your nightstand.
“Cancer is SO Funny!”
   Amen to that, Sister. Amy Marash 
has a way of doodling that takes you 
right into her life with cancer. Colorful 
cartoons and off-the-cuff insights into 
the conveyor belt that is modern-
day cancer treatment put you right 
alongside her on that wobbly ride. 
She welcomes the company because, 
as one caption puts it, “Cancer can be 
lonely.” 
   In the book, Marash vanquishes the 
bogey man with humor and sarcasm 
yet isn’t afraid to be honest. There 
is rage, fear and helplessness and 
when they strike in her drawings and 
writing, you get a real sense of the 
emotional roller coaster of such a seri-
ous diagnosis. Through it all, there’s 
this author/artist’s wonderful sense 
of playfulness. “Colon Cancer Doesn’t 
Have a Good Ribbon” might be my 
favorite chapter title of all time.
   Marash tells me she is NED (No 
Evidence of Disease) five years after 
being treated for Stage 4 cancer. 
She works in the Arts-In-Medicine 
program at UNM Cancer Center, 
helping patients and caregivers feel 
better through the visual arts. I have 
no doubt creating this book was 
therapeutic for her; that it’s a fun 
read, too, is good for the rest of us. 
(cancerissofunny.com)
A Matter of Fact
  
   I don’t know why New Mexico had 
a lower divorce rate than Nevada 
in 2011. Can’t fathom what it means 
that 287 people in DeBaca County 
voted for Obama in 2012 (586 voted 
for Romney; the county population 
as of 2012 was 2,022; we can assume 
1,149 were children or the infirm or 
shirkers). I can guess when the first 
commercial Internet provider (The 
World) began service (1989). But I 
know for sure that if I want to access 
correct facts and figures on a number 
of topics, “The World Almanac and 
Book of Facts 2015” is my go-to guide.
   With every new edition, I skip to 
the Year in Pictures. Provocative facts 
fill the caption for each image. Take a 
look at page 809 for the happiest panel 
of nerds you ever saw (under Science 
& Technology, the team that proved 
The Big Bang Theory). 
   With its Health Care Statistics and 
Election Results sections, “The World 
Almanac” almost makes you nostalgic 
for the year that’s finally over. And it‘ll 
get you through all of the homework 
assignments and crossword puzzles in 
the next. (worldalmanac.com)
Flash of Brilliance
   When I first moved to Albuquerque, 
I promised myself I would never take 
for granted that mountain skyline. It’s 
easy to forget the world around you 
within a busy life, but Jack Parsons 
slows down and looks at ordinary 
things that have the power to keep us 
in the moment.
   Or, as author Frederick Turner 
puts it in his introductory essay to 
this accessible book, “Whatever the 
subject, the question is always, as 
Thoreau put it, not what you look at 
but what you see.”
   You can see what Parsons has in 
mind in “Iluminaciones,” his latest 
volume of photographs from around 
the globe, not forgetting his beloved 
Southwest. Readers might have 
trouble placing some subjects because 
no matter where he goes, Parsons 
is attracted to texture and light and 
color, from rough bark to smooth 
sand, elegant textiles and chromatic 
skies. 
   It’s difficult to tell where he was 
when he took each shot; were it 
not for the book’s excellent index 
of photographic plates, he could be 
in New Mexico or Cambodia. For 
instance, I was certain that the cover 
image was taken at the baptismal font 
at St. Francis Cathedral in Santa Fe. 
Instead the index labels it “Pool, Los 
Angeles, California, 2005.” 
   This 17th book by a master photog-
rapher shows the viewer how to just 
look. (jackparsonsdigital.com)
The Amateur Sleuth
  
This murder mystery has two things I 
love: a Western setting and two strong 
plots that coincide. “Trapline” by Mark 
Stevens also has two amateur sleuths 
who fit all of my criteria. They are strong 
characters who are competent in their 
fields, hunting guide and reporter, and 
as such they have license and the means 
to snoop. Allison Coil is the guide who 
comes across a body that looks as if it’s 
been attacked by a wild cat. Duncan 
Bloom is the reporter present at the as-
sassination of a political candidate. Both 
are believable as they investigate the two 
cases and eventually come together to 
solve the larger puzzle.
   Stevens was a reporter for The 
Denver Post and The MacNeil/Lehrer 
NewsHour, among other outlets, and 
lives in Colorado, so he is comfortable 
in both mountain and metropolitan 
milieus. He’s as good at writing action 
sequences as he is when emotions 
are at work. Stevens has a clean style 
and keeps the plot moving in this, 
his third mystery in the Allison Coil 
series. (writermarkstevens.com)
Stephanie Hainsfurther is an associate 
editor for ABQ Free Press.
By stEPHANiE HAiNsfUrtHEr
Pitch into These Four Picks
On the Air
Watch our arts segment on The Morning Brew with Larry Ahrens,  
Tuesday mornings at 7:32 on Public Access Channel 27 and later on YouTube.
ABoVE: Nancy Zastudil, owner of downtown’s 
central features Gallery, is bringing two unique 
workshops here. she stands before a collage by 
local artist Jennifer Nehrbass. riGHt: levitated 
toy factory will be the venue for art and busi-
ness workshops in January.
IMAGETHINk WORkSHOPS
Sunday, Jan. 11: Half-Day Workshop for 
Artists (sold out; call for waiting list)
Tuesday, Jan. 13: Full-Day Workshop for 
Business Professionals (sold out; call for 
waiting list)
NExT UP AT CENTRAL FEATURES:
January 31, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
(one night only)
“PROJECT / PROJECTION,” Bruce 
Warren Davis with Karen Hipscher
Central Features, 109 5th St. SW, 
243-3389, centralfeatures.com
stephanie Hainsfurther
 riley stevens
Plants looking a bit peaked?
Get the fix for home greenery from
THE THIRSTY GARDENER 
in the next issue of ABQ Free Press.
Send your gardening questions to
Stephanie@freeabq.com
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I’LL DRINk TO THAT
Tractor Brewing Wells Park,  
1800 4th St NW
AS/US JustWrite Benefit Show.
4 pm, Free, 243-6752, getplowed.com
PLACITAS ARTISTS SERIES
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church,  
7 Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas
Willy Sucre and Friends, including guitarist 
Javier Calderón, performing quartets for guitar 
and string trio.
3-5 pm, $15-20, 867-8080,  
placitasartistsseries.org
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
BELA FLECk AND ABIGAIL WASHBURN
KiMo Theatre,  
423 Central Ave NW
This husband-and-wife musical team has drawn 
rave reviews and fanatical fans throughout their 
separate careers — but when they get together 
on stage, it’s truly an event.
7:30 pm, $35-45, kimotickets.com
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
NM PHILHARMONIC PRESENTS: FUMI 
PLAYS TCHAIkOVSkY
Popejoy Hall, 203 Cornell Drive
6 pm, $20-68, 925-5858, nmphil.org,  
unmtickets.com
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
CHATTER SUNDAY: TRIO, QUARTET & 
VARSITY
The Kosmos, 1715 5th St NW
10:30 am, $15, chatterabq.org
SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
JMSN FEATURING ROCHELLE JORDAN
Historic El Rey Theater, 622 Central Ave SW
9 pm, $8, 510-2582, 21+, elreyabq.com
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
CHATTER SUNDAY: HAYDN AND  
SHOSTAkOVICH
The Kosmos, 1715 5th St NW
10:30 am, $5-15, chatterabq.org
CHATTER CABARET: A TRIO + 1 OF FUN
Hotel Andaluz, 125 2nd St NW
Trios plus a narrarator.
5 pm, $25, chatterabq.org
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
NM PHILHARMONIC NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONCERT: DANIEL CUMMINGS
First United Presbyterian Church,  
314 Lead Ave SW
Daniel Cummings will perform two roles,  
conductor and soloist.
3 pm, $25-55, 886-1251, nmphil.org
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
CHATTER SUNDAY: COFFEE CANTATA
The Kosmos,  
1715 5th St NW
A collaboration between Chatter and  
New Mexico Performing Arts Society
10:30 am, $5-15, chatterabq.org
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
MUSIC IN CORRALES: GAËLLE SOLAL
Historic Old San Ysidro Church,  
3563 Corrales Road, Corrales, NM  87048
A guitarist of extraordinary passion and virtuos-
ity. Gaëlle Solal was born in Marseilles (France) 
and began the guitar at age 6 with René Bartoli.
7:30 pm, $22, 792- 7729, musicincorrales.org, 
brownpapertickets.com
SATURDAY, MARCH 21
MUSIC IN CORRALES: CRAICMORE
Historic Old San Ysidro Church,  
3563 Corrales Road, Corrales
Contemporary traditional Celtic music. With 
deep roots in the music of Scotland and Ireland, 
CRAICMORE features the critically acclaimed 
vocalist Nancy Johnston.
7:30 pm, $22, 792-7729, musicincorrales.org, 
brownpapertickets.com
SATURDAY, APRIL 11
MUSIC IN CORRALES:  
THOMAS PANDOLFI
Historic Old San Ysidro Church,  
3563 Corrales Road, Corrales, NM  87048
The young American pianist Thomas Pandolfi 
is an exciting virtuoso who, with each passing 
season, is becoming more and more sought af-
ter by audiences worldwide, and showered with 
superlatives by critics for his passionate artistry 
and amazing technique.
7:30 pm, $22, 792-7729, musicincorrales.org, 
brownpapertickets.com
BOOKS & POETRY
BOOkWORkS
4022 Rio Grande NW, 344-8139, bkwrks.com
Free unless otherwise noted; some events take 
place at other venues as noted.
January 3, 3 pm, William White, “The Apparition 
and Other Short Stories”
January 4, 3 pm, Adam James Jones,  
“The Vendetta of Felipe Espinosa”
January 5, 5 pm, Vamos A Leer Book Club
January 6, 7 pm, Paul Grabhorn, “Seeking 
Light”
January 7, 7 pm, Paula Amar Schwartz, “Un-
folding Universe”
January 8, 7 pm, Geshe Kelsand Gyatso, “Kad-
ampa Book Talk: How to Understand the Mind”
January 9, 1 pm, Our World Home School  
Book Co-op
January 10, 3 pm, John Kremer, “Book  
Publicity 101”
January 11, 3 pm, Lynne Hinton, “Sister Eye, 
Private Eye”
January 12, 5 pm, Vamos A Leer Book Club
January 13, 7 pm, Juvenile Justice Panel
January 14, 7 pm, Bookworks Book Club
January 15, 7 pm, Maggie Hall, “The Con-
spiracy of Us”
January 16, 7 pm, WC Bauers, “Unbreakable”
January 17, 3 pm, Susan Nunn, “Song of the 
Earth”
January 18, 3 pm, Laura Sanchez, “Killer 
Miracle”
January 20, 7 pm, Linda Tigges, “Spanish 
Colonial Lives”
January 21, 4:30 pm, American Girl Book Club
January 21, 7 pm, Dee McCaffrey, “The Science 
of Skinny Cookbook: 175 Healthy Recipes to 
help you Stop Dieting”
January 22, 7 pm, Janice Convery, “Dogs in the 
Sun: A Tropical Odyssey”
January 23, 7 pm, Folk School with Justin 
Thompson
January 24, 3 pm, Zachary Kluckman and other 
poets, “Trigger Warning: Poetry Saved My Life”
January 24, 4 pm, Teen Book Club
January 25, 3 pm, Dennis Herrick, “A Brother’s 
Cold Case”
January 26, 7 pm, Nancy Hollander,  
“Guatanamo Diary”
ALBUQUERQUE ACADEMY
6400 Wyoming Blvd NE
January 27, 7 pm, Susan Washburn,  
“My Horse, Myself”
January 28, 4:30 pm, Magic Treehouse Book Club
January 28, 7 pm, Jann Arrington-Wolcott, “Brujo”
January 29, 7 pm, Sylvia Wilkinson,  
“Big Cactus”
January 30, 7 pm, Rebecca Scherm,  
“Unbecoming”
January 31, 3 pm, Paul Secord, “Pecos”
TOURS
THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS &  
SATURDAYS, YEAR ROUND
ALBUCREEPY DOWNTOWN  
GHOST WALk
By ABQ Trolley Co., start at Hotel Andaluz,  
125 2nd St NW
Led by an experienced paranormal investiga-
tor, Albucreepy features historic (and reportedly 
haunted) sites, including the KiMo Theater, Kiva 
Auditorium, old Bernalillo County Courthouse, 
Wool Warehouse, and the former red light dis-
trict known as “Hell’s Half Acre.” Rated PG13.
8 pm, 90 minutes, $25 with valet parking and 
free appetizers at Ibiza or MAS, albucreepy.com
FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS, 
MONDAYS, YEAR ROUND
BREAkING BAD RV TOURS
1919 Old Town Rd,  
Behind La Hacienda Restaurant
Miss Breaking Bad?  Now you can relive the 
experience in an RV just like the one used by 
Walt and Jesse.
10 am, $65, 205-7294, breakingbadrvtours.com
FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, YEAR ROUND
TOAST A GHOST! HAUNTED PUB CRAWL
History & Ghost Tours of Old Town,  
303 Romero St NW-N120
A 3-hour ghost walk that visits Old Town Albu-
querque’s haunted bars, pubs and saloons. 
Ghost stories are NOT just for kids! Our Toast a 
Ghost is only for adults!
9 pm, $10 not including drinks, taxes, or  
gratuities, 246-8687
RECURRING DAILY, YEAR ROUND
BOSQUE BIkE TOUR
Routes Bicycle Rentals & Tours,  
404 San Felipe St NW
This two-hour ride showcases beautiful scenery, 
flora and fauna as our professional tour guides 
identify the many historic and significant land-
marks along the trail.
10-2 pm, $28, 933-5667, routesrentals.com
FLY THE INDIGO SkIES WITH  
WORLD BALLOON
World Balloon, 6390 Coors Blvd NW
Our adventure will take place over the course 
of approximately three to three-and-one-half 
hours beginning with you arriving at the launch 
site in time to inflate the balloon while enjoying a 
beautiful New Mexico sunrise over the  
Sandia Mountains.
Everyday at sunrise, $99-159, 293-6800,  
worldballoon.com
GHOST TOUR OF OLD TOWN  
ALBUQUERQUE
History & Ghost Tours of Old Town,  
303 Romero St NW-N120
Legends, folklore, ghost stories and history 
come to life as you depart on an intriguing 
excursion through 300 years of haunted history. 
Old Town was founded in 1706, and for more 
than three centuries people have lived and died 
around the Old Town Plaza. Professional tour 
guides escort you on a 90-minute, lantern-lit 
adventure.
8 pm, $10-20, 246-8687, toursofoldtown.com
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
BIkE & BREW BIkE TOUR
Routes Bicycle Rentals & Tours,  
404 San Felipe St NW
Take a VIP Tour of Albuquerque’s best  
microbreweries.
1 pm, $50-60, 933-5667, routesrentals.com
Crossword Puzzle appears on page 24
CALENDAR CALENDAR
CASINOS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
RAT PACk REVUE
Route 66 Casino, Legends Theater,  
14500 Central Ave SW
8 pm, 2 for $15, 352-7866, rte66casino.com
PINk FLAMINGOS
Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort & Casino,  
287 Carrizo Canyon Rd, Mescalero
10 pm, $35-135, (800) 545-9011,  
ticketmaster.com
FAT CITY
First Turn Lounge at the Downs Casino,  
145 Louisiana Blvd NE
New Year’s Eve Dance and Champagne toast.
9 pm, Free, 767-7171, abqdowns.com
BLU SOL
Isleta Resort & Casino,  
11000 Broadway Blvd SE
Holiday and hit songs. 
10 pm, Free, 724-3800, 244-8191, isleta.com, 
holdmyticket.com
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
JUSTIN SHANDOR
Isleta Resort & Casino,  
11000 Broadway Blvd SE
World’s ultimate Elvis tribute. 
7 pm, $10-20, 244-8191, isleta.com,  
holdmyticket.com
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
LEE BRICE
Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort & Casino,  
287 Carrizo Canyon Rd, Mescalero
8 pm, $25-90, (800) 545-9011, ticketmaster.com
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
AN EVENING WITH STYx
Isleta Resort & Casino,  
11000 Broadway Blvd SE
Spend a night with the Rock & Roll legends.
7 pm, $35-45, 244-8191, isleta.com,  
holdmyticket.com
BILL ENGVALL
Route 66 Casino, Legends Theater,  
14500 Central Ave SW
The Grammy nominated, multi-platinum-selling 
recording artist and one of the top comedians in 
the country.
8 pm, $35-80, 352-7866, rte66casino.com, 
holdmyticket.com
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
TESLA
Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort & Casino,  
287 Carrizo Canyon Rd, Mescalero
Multi-platinum-selling rock band performs live.
8 pm, $25-60, (800) 545-9011 ticketmaster.com
CLUBS & PUBS
BLACkBIRD BUVETTE
509 Central Ave SW, 243-0878,  
blackbirdbuvette.com, Free
January 23, 10 pm, Leftover Soul with  
DJ Leftovers
January 24, 10 pm, Living the High Life with 
Birdman
SNEAkERZ SPORTS BAR & GRILLE
4100 San Mateo Blvd NE, 837-1708,  
sneakerzsportsbar.com
December 31, New Year’s Eve party with  
Loco Mofo Band
January 3, 7 pm, UFC
January 6, 7 pm, Madden 15 PS4 Tourney
January 9, 6 pm, Happy Hour with Cissy Ryder 
and Sapphire  
January 13, 7 pm, Madden 15 PS4 Tourney
January 16, 6 pm, Happy Hour with Desert Soul
LAUNCHPAD
618 Central Ave SW, 764-8887,  
launchpadrocks.com
December 31, 9 pm, $15, Countdown!  
Featuring Don’t Blink Burlesque and more.
January 1, 9 pm, $5, Doperunner, Econarchy, 
Laughing Dog, Echoes of Fallen, Torture Victim
January 2, 9:30 pm, $5, Pilot to Bombardier, 
Starsky, Award Tour
January 3, 9:30 pm, $5, Beard, Tenderizor, 
Icumdrums, Black Maria
January 8, 9:30 pm, $5, Crttrz, The Howl,  
Soccer Babes, Ugly Robot
January 9, 9 pm, $15, Diabolic, Swave Sevah, 
Ill Methods, Andromeda Exiles
January 10, 9 pm, Chicks That Rock! 
January 11, 4:15 pm, $8-10, Battle of the Bands
January 13, 9 pm, $5, Netherfriends, Chipper 
Jones, Times Table, Votives, Zack Freeman
January 14, 8 pm, $18, Aesop Rock with  
DJ Rob Sonic, Homeboy Sandman
January 16, 9 pm, $10, Broken Diamond  
Burlesque Presents Diamonds are a Girl’s  
Best Friend
January 17, 9:30 pm, $10, OM, Wire Nest, Wil-
liam Fowler Collins
January 23, 9:30 pm, $7, Fayuca, Mondo  
Vibrations, The Riddims
January 24, 9 pm, $10, Next Three Miles  
CD Release Party, The Handsome Family,  
Wildewood
January 27, 9:30 pm, $8, Karma To Burn, Sierra
January 29, 9 pm, Black Widow Cabal, Diverje, 
The Ballistic Batz, Vorpal Vision
SUNSHINE THEATER
120 Central Ave SW, sunshinetheaterlive.com
January 6, 7:30 pm, $20, Pennywise, Anti-Flag, 
A Wilhelm Scream
January 17, 9 pm, $20-25, March Fourth  
Marching Band, tickets at ampconcerts.org
January 20, 7 pm, $17, Periphery, Nothing 
More, Wovenwar, Thank You Scientist
January 24, 8 pm, $20, Zoso A Tribute to  
Led Zeppelin
January 26, 8:30 pm, $20, Halestorm
LOW SPIRITS
2823 2nd St NW, lowspiritslive.com
December 31, 8 pm, $15, Ryan McGarvey
January 3, 9:30 pm, $5, Sam Miller,  
Marty Crandall, AJ Woods
January 9, 9 pm, $5, Youngsville, Merican 
Slang, Lights Out, Port Alice, Burlesque Noir
January 10, 8 pm, $10, Women of the World  
Poetry Slam Benefit Concert!, Le Chat  
Lunatique, James Whiton, Keith Sanchez,  
DJ Buddhafunk
January 16, 9 pm, Wildewood, Boris &  
The Saltlicks
January 28, 9 pm, $7, Ben Miller Band,  
Crow Moses
January 29, 9 pm, The Joseph General Band, 
Innastate, Tha Yoties
MUSIC
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
LE CHAT LUNATIQUE
Vernon’s Hidden Valley Steakhouse,  
6855 Fourth St, Los Ranchos
Le Chat Lunatique purveys an addictive genre 
they call “filthy, mangy jazz,” a signature sound 
that makes you want to smoke and drink too 
much — if only you could get off the dance floor
9 pm-1 am, 341-0831,  
thehiddensteakhouse.com
WOLFGANG GARTNER NYE
Historic El Rey Theater
622 Central Ave SW
Californian electro/tech house producer and  
DJ currently based in Austin, Texas.
9 pm, $20-30, 510-2582, 18+, elreyabq.com
MESA MEOW WOLF NEW YEAR’S EVE 
MELTDOWN
Molly’s Kitchen & Lounge,  
1611 Calle Lorca, Santa Fe
A fabulous New Year’s Eve dance party  
featuring Numbtron, DavidLast and LoloHigs, 
Erin E, and more.
$13, 8:30 pm- 2 am, 21+, 983-7577,  
holdmyticket.com
SON COMO SON
The Cooperage, 7220 Lomas NE
Cuban salsa, New Year’s champagne and  
party favors.
9:30 pm, Free, 21+, 255-1657,  
cooperageabq.com
DECEMBER 31- JANUARY 1
NATHAN DEAN AND THE DAMN BAND
The Dirty Bourbon,  
9800 Montgomery Blvd NE Suite 4
9 pm-2 am, $5-10, 296-2726,  
thedirtybourbon.com, holdmyticket.com
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
CHATTER SUNDAY: MOZART AND  
BRITTEN
The Kosmos,  
1715 5th St NW
Trio for violin, viola, cello, plus oboe solo  
and complimentary espresso bar.
10:30 am, $15, chatterabq.org
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
MUSIC IN CORRALES: TAPESTRY 
Historic Old San Ysidro Church,  
3563 Corrales Road, Corrales
Internationally known female a cappella  
ensemble.
7:30 pm, $22, 792-7729, musicincorrales.org, 
brownpapertickets.com
DUkE CITY SOUND’S OPENING DAY
Duke City Sound,  
2013 Ridgecrest Dr SE
A show with a lot of good local bands,  
so bring some friends.
4 pm, Free, 315-8601,  
facebook.com/dukecitymusic
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
NM PHILHARMONIC: SEASONS
National Hispanic Cultural Center,  
1701 4th St SW
The centerpiece of the program is Antonio  
Vivaldi’s well-beloved The Four Seasons, 
featuring a virtuoso violin performance by local 
favorite David Felberg.
2 pm, $24-68, 724-4771,  
nationalhispaniccenter.org, nmphil.org
AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR
First Christian Church,  
10101 Montgomery Blvd NE
The program features well-loved children’s 
songs, traditional Spirituals and Gospel  
favorites.
6:30 pm, Free, 294-0630,  
africanchildrenschoir.com, fccabq.org
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
TONY FURTADO BAND
Gig Performance Space, 1808 2nd St, Santa Fe
Furtado’s furious slide guitar skills and 25-plus 
years of banjo experience get him on big festival 
stages regularly, but the best way to experience 
his folk is in a more intimate setting.
7:30 pm, $25-28, (505) 670-0755,  
brownpapertickets.org
JANUARY 14-18
MOUNTAIN HIGH MUSICAL FESTIVAL
Crested Butte, CO,
The unique and intimate settings that the  
Mountain High Music Festival offers music lov-
ers are what set this event apart!  From up-close 
performances to VIP access and experiences, 
this Festival will leave you starstruck!  
Times and locations vary, $100 single day  
tickets, $400-1500 for festival passes and 
VIP, see mountainhighmusicfest.com for more 
information.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17
MARCHFOURTH MARCHING BAND
Sunshine Theater, 120 Central Ave SW
MarchFourth Marching Band is a high-energy, 
surrealist, global-groove, alternative big band, 
propelled by electric bass, diverse percussion 
ensemble, and brassy horn section.
9 pm, $20-25, 764-0249, sunshinetheaterlive.
com, holdmyticket.com
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
CHATTER SUNDAY: ELIAS-AxEL  
PETTERSSON
The Kosmos,  
1715 5th St NW
This Swedish-American pianist has garnered 
prizes on the international level and has been 
heard on national radio.
10:30 am, $15, chatterabq.org
   Shannon Loves Flower
s 
will make your wedd
ing dreams a splendi
d reality!
5 2 0 0  E U B A N K  B LV D  N E  S T E  E - 7,  A B Q  N M  8 7111
LIKE US ON
Fabulous weddings with  
small budgets or a  
"sky's the limit" affair!
Call to schedule your  
appointment today!  
505-256-3518
trialmetrixnm.com
Albuquerque’s
Premier Facility
Mock Trials &
Focus Groups
- for -
• Trial planning and issue spotting, 
   in-house facilitators
• Mock jury services
• Witness preparation
• Simulated court and 
  deliberation venues
• Political polling
Call 505-263-8425 or email
info@trialmetrixNM.com
6608 Gulton Court NE, Alb. 87109
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Across
  1. Certain sandwich
  5. Broodish
10. Sky box?
14. Celestial
15. City in Rio de Janeiro
16. It gets pumped
17. Classic film
20. Lt.’s inferior, in the  
      Navy
21. Carry away, in a way
22. Floppies, e.g.
23. Ticket info, maybe
24. Floor items
26. Stephen King title
29. Threat word
30. Drink from a dish
33. Group of eight
34. Horned mammal
35. Old Italian bread
36. Classic film
39. Bolted
40. Lions’ prey (pl.)
41. Great success
42. Load from a lode
43. Arctic sight
44. Underline
45. “Go ahead!”
46. Swaddle
47. “M*A*S*H” extra
50. Garlicky mayonnaise
52. Car accessory
55. Classic film
58. Carpet type
59. Moss-like
60. Org. with a mission
61. Seafood selection
62. Executive branch,        
       informally
63. Calendar span
Down
  1. “Lord of War” star
  2. Old Spanish kingdom
  3. Garden decorations
  4. Departure  
      announcement
  5. Happy face
  6. Turkic language
  7. Real
  8. Crushing defeats
  9. Hong Kong actress,  
       Sally
10. Fuzzy fruits
11. Pupil’s place
12. Honky ending
13. Aims
18. Creep
19. Periphery
23. Bait
25. Military acronym
26. “All for one and one  
       for all,” e.g.
27. Greek god liquid
28. Cubic measurement
29. Provide, as with a  
      quality
30. Fine thread
31. Met expectations?
32. Agreements
34. With footnotes, e.g.
35. Ill-gotten gain
37. Unappealing fruit?
38. Kind of unit
43. Central points
44. Electrical transformer
45. Dreary song
46. Omnivorous mammal
47. Physics calculation
48. Canyon sound
49. East Indian lentil  
      sauce
51. Mosque prayer leader
52. Braveheart hillside
53. Civil rights icon, to  
       friends
54. Apple spray
56. Place for sweaters?
57. Unspecified number
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musical, she’s stepped on by the Giant. 
Her death lends much more pathos 
to the “Witch’s Lament” (“Children 
won’t listen”) than in the movie 
version when Rapunzel simply runs 
off with her Prince.  
   Much has been made in the media 
of the scenes between Red Riding and 
the Big Bad Wolf (Johnny Depp) in Act 
I and the Baker’s Wife and Cinderella’s 
Prince in Act II. Although the songs 
for each scene remain intact (“Hello, 
Little Girl” and “Any Moment”), the 
mood is changed. The upbeat new 
arrangement and lighthearted delivery 
of the Wolf’s anthem subverts its 
sexual innuendo.  The Baker’s Wife 
and the Prince simply make out, they 
do not make love, and once again that 
obvious dodging of the story robs 
their actions of meaning. Director Rob 
Marshall, who had such success with 
the film version of “Chicago,” tried to 
make the ending of “Into the Woods” 
just as snappy. It doesn’t work.
   The relative emptiness of Act II 
can be summed up by this comment, 
stage-whispered by a very little girl 
in the movie theater audience: “Wha’ 
hoppen?” Parents who bring their 
children to see this adult fairy tale will 
have a lot of explaining to do despite 
Disney’s best efforts to clean it up.   
   Most of the performances are wonder-
ful. My top votes go to Red Riding Hood 
and Jack, two very talented youngsters. 
Blunt and Kendrick sing their hearts out 
in those pivotal roles. Christine Baranski 
as Cinderella’s Stepmother is perfectly 
gorgeous and cruel. 
   Tracey Ullman is just fine as Jack’s 
Mother, but too old for the part. The 
narrating Mysterious Man/Baker’s 
Father (Simon Russell Beale) is given 
little to do because they cut his only 
song. 
   There is almost nothing good to be 
said about the performances of Streep 
as the Witch and Depp as the Wolf. 
Let’s just say they’re in the wrong 
story.
   
Stephanie Hainsfurther is an associate 
editor for ABQ Free Press.
MIDNIGHT DREARY, PAGE 16
CROSSWORD
